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S a great part of the following Narrative 
was in the preſs, and worked off, before Jona- 


nathan Britain's execution, the reader will not 


be ſurprized, if he meets with ſome paſſages, which 
ſuppoſe bim to be alive. The whole of it was 
intended to have been publiſhed before that period; 
but has been unavoidably retarded by its length, and 
other obſtruftions in the printing of it. 


Befides the Errata mentioned at the end, there 


doubtleſs may be others, occaſioned through . 
which the reader 1 ts defired to l OS: 
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BRISTOL, May 4. 1772. 


Rxsx amg as a proſcrutor, by 
every tie of duty and humanity, from 


publiſhing any thing previous to the late 
trial of JorATHAN BRTTAIx, that might have 
the remoteſt tendency to prejudice the minds 
of a Juty againſt him, I was obliged to re- 
queſt the public, to faſpend, for a ſeafoh, 
their definitive judgment of ms and my 
conduct; and to ſuffer, in the mean time, 
my reputation to lie bleeding under the moſt 
unprovoked and cruelleſt attacks in the dark. 
I now tife to the vindication of my character; 
to remove every blackening charge alledged 
againſt me; and to give, according to my 
promiſe, a narrative of the whole of my 
proceedings telatrve to this unhappy man. 


TE method J intend tro purſtie is this; 
to exhibit a faithful account of all the prin- 
cipal crimes fot which I have been arraigned 
at the bar of the public; to give a direct, 
une vaſive anfwer to each accufation' as it 
ariſes; and then to enter upon the ſtipulated 
detail of facts; in the ſeries of which, not a 
fingle article of blame ſhall be left untefuted, 
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or a ſingle part of my conduct remain unex- 
| plained. 


Arr, the inſtances of miſconduct hitherto 
imputed to me, ſo far as I am able to diſ- 
cover, are comprized within two letters, one 
dated, Briſtol, April 18, and . which firſt 
made its appearance in the Public Adver- 
tiſer, on Thurſday, April 23; the other 
inſerted in Felix Farley's Briſtol Journal 
of Saturday April 25. Both of them ſhall 
have a proper attention paid to them ; but 
the latter is entitled to peculiar regard 

as it engages. itſelf to contain a GENUINE 
NARRATIVE of the ſeveral ſteps which 
have been taken to bring JonaTHan B1- 


Tax to conviction, and the truth of which, 


it roundly aſſerts, can be fully proved. 


Tur 2 2 not in order indeed, 
but in magnitude of guilt, is this; “ That 
« Mr, Tauzor, a Clergyman, | to whom 
« BriTain was unknown *till his impriſon- 
e ment in Reading Goal, under the pre- 
'< tence of a regard for a man in his 
< unhappy circumſtances, attended him in 
the priſon; held frequent converſations 
„ with him of the moſt ſerious nature; 
recommended him to make an ample 
confeſſion of all his follies and crimes, 


6 das a meaſure that would tend to diſbur- 
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« then his conſcience and alleviate his 
e diſtreſs, and promiſed him his utmoſt 
e affiſtance in ſolving his doubts and to 
ce prepare him for another world. The 
ce unſuſpecting culprit, impreſſed with a 
« yeneration for a character he then thought 
« ſo amiable, and having the higheſt opi- 
nion of his piety and integrity, repoſed 
<« a confidence in him which he did not in 
e any other perſon; a confidence unbound- 
« ed, and which led him, without any 
e reſerve, to diſcover the inmoſt ſecrets 
« of his ſoul, By this moſt artful con- 
duct and groſſeſt deception, he obtained 
<« an ample confeſſion of almoſt every crime 
« the unhappy wretch had been guilty of, 
and particularly of the crimes, or ſome 
c at leaſt of the crimes, for which he has 
been indicted: for after having related 
many circumſtances of his paſt life, per- 
« ſiſting ſtill in the truth of his relation 
„ reſpecting Portſmouth fire, this Gentle- 
< man (if he deſerves the name) deſired 
* to know if he had not been guilty of ſome 
<« other frauds ſimilar to that for which he 
% was to be tried at Reading? To which 
he replied, that he bad indeed injured ſome 
very worthy people at Briſtol, and mentioned 
« their names, adding that he had no appre- 
c henſion, if he ſhould be acquitted at Read- 
- ce ing, of being detained on that account. 
« The 


18 
« The event however proves how fatally 
< he has been deceived. The moſt uncandid, 
« ungenerous, and baſe advantage has been 
te taken of theſe fecyet, confidential converſa- 
* tions and confeffions; as in conſequence thete- 
« of, the Clergyman, not much to his honot 
« as a miniſter of the goſpel, came to Briſtol, 
« and made the utmoſt enquiry concerning 
« the ſeveral frauds committed there, and 
e finding the account true, took every ſtep 
&* in his power, and exerted every nerve to 
e get him, in ſhort, detained, indifted, and 


* hanged.” 


Sven is the accuſation, and were it, as to 
any of the blameable particulars, a juſt one, 
I ſhould feel myſelf even a worſe man than 
BRTITAIx himſelf, and by a thouſand degrees 
leſs deſerving to live. But WITH ALL so- 
LEMNIT V I declare, that I am totally inno- 
cent of every tittle of the charge. I never de- 
fired, I never had a wiſh, I never made a pro- 
poſal to him to reveal a crime or a ſecret of 
any kind to ME. And not a ſingle ſecret 
relative to crime, or to any thing elſe did 


he ever, in fact, depoſit in my breaſt ; and 
therefore as no confidence has been repoſed 


in me, none can have been betrayed. Every 
crime he has been guilty of, and the Briſtol 
forgeries in particular, he conftantly diſavow- 
ed; and my diſcovery of thoſe forgeries 

owes 


1 
owes not its exiſtence to a word that he ever 
uttered, or a hint that * ever gave confidenti- 


ally ta me. 


I Men perhaps have gone on more 
largely to exculpate myſelf from this very 

momentous article of charge; but I feel 
myſelf happily relieved from all neceſſity 
of doing this, by the liberty I am indulged 
in, of publiſhing a little anecdote to. the 
world, which was ſeaſanably communicated 
to me a few minutes ago. One of the chief 
conſtables of this city, being intraquced ta 
me by Mr. Jauw Pzaca, "has authorized 
me to declare, and is ready «to confirm it 
by an affidavit, that on Saturday laſt, the 
day of trial, while in diſcharge of his duty, 
he was ſtanding near JONATHAN BRITAIN at 
the bar, Barrain turned himſelf round, and 
on ſomebody's afking, © Which is Mr. 
* TALBOT ?” Barra anfwered, © That old 
rogue yonder in the ſpectacles. He it is, 
* who 1s carrying on all theſe proſecutions 
int me, and is at the whole of the 
& expence z” adding at the. ſame time theſe 
„ memorable words, When, | was. in Read- 
* ing goal, hearing F was a Roman Cathalic, 
«© he came to, me and tald me be was 4 
C Romiſe Prieſt, and then I confeſſed to him, 
< and, that is the way by which all theſe 
1 praſertiions bare been ſer, on faot.” On 


the 


LES 

the chief conſtable's being aſked, whether 
he thought any other perſon might be within 
the hearing of this language, ſo as to con- 
firm his account; he mentioned the name 
of a petty conſtable who was preſent, and 
on offering to fetch him was permitted to 
do ſo. The petty conſtable appeared, and 
is ready alſo upon oath to ratify every ſyl- 
lable of the above account, with theſe addi- 

tional circumſtances, that he was the iden- 
tical perſon who put the queſtion to Barra, 
«© Which is Mr. TAT ZOr?“ and that BRT- 
ram thereupon leaned a little aſide to give | 
him an opportunity to fee me. | 


+ 


| Wn, in _ POR hour of 


trial, could be guilty of ſuch abandoned 


trifling with God and his conſcience, as to 
utter an aſſertion ſo totally void of even a 
ſhadow of probability, ſurely it cannot be 
needful for me on this head to ſtand up in 
contradiction to bim any longer. 


Tux ſecond charge is, That the perſons 
ce reſident here, who have been injured, had 
* no intention of commencing a proſecution 
< againſt him, as one of them (meaning Mr: 


* ARTHUR SANDALL) had nearly a compen- 


< ſation for his loſs; and the other (meaning 
«© Mr. DANIEL Wait) conſidered it as too 


8 W en to be put in competition with 
cc the 


4 

Ds the life of his fellow creature; 3 and that 

6 nothing therefore but the importunity, and 

&« the moſt preſſing importunity of Mr. T ALBOT,,, 
« even to his infting upon their entering into 
bonds, could have prevailed with them 
to become proſecutors of him; and not 
«even That would have been effectual, if 
4e Mr. Talzor had not given an aſſurance, 
<« upon bis bonour,, that he would ſee the 
<« whole FPG diſcharged. = 


— 


So * as all his is intended to convey' an 
idea of a want of infant readineſs and bearty 
inclination in Mr. DaxiIxL Warr, or Ax TRun 
SANDALL, to concur with my propoſal of 
proſecuting Joa THD Barraix, for his for- 
geries upon them, it is abſolutely void of 
foundation: : And for the truth of this 1 
refer to thoſe perſons themſelves, and to. 
Mr. Hewnzy Davis, Linen-draper, in Mary: 
port-ſtreet, in this city; who can, as to Mr. 
Wair, ſpeak with a knowledge that is full 
and deciſive ; and conſequently it cannot be, 
as in fact it is not true, that importunity in any 
degree, or even entreaty was, for a moment, 
either employed, or needed on the occaſion. 


1 co on to a third charge. 7 Afeer having. 

9 accompliſhed thus much of his deſign, he 

<< applied to a reſpectable | Gentleman, with 

* whom BRrraix had formerly lived, in this 
B. 6 city, 


1 
« city, for further information. In he cha- 
* rafter of a friend, who wiſhed to ſerve the 


* uubappy man, he readily obtained admiſ- 


* ſion; and under that character only could 
< he have received the information he deſi- 
«red. The Gentleman, from the Clergy- 
man's appearance and profeſſion, gave him 
« full credit, and converſed freely with him, 
«till a ſuſpicion arofe, that an unfair advan- 
tage was intended to be made of the con- 
« yerſation, which put an end to it.” On 
which the ſaid Clergyman told the Gentle- 
man, that as he had ſaid he was Britain's 
« friend, he would ſee juſtice dine kim; that be 
ce bad materials ſufficient to hang Bim, and that 
hig endeavours ſhould be exerted to get him 
&« hanged.” This is part of the conduct of 
<« this Clergyman, a' Miniſter of the Goſpel 
« of Peace; whoſe religion teaches him to 
„love even his enemies. Such ſhocking 
« deception in purſuit of a man's life an 
* IA would adder at.“ 


In the above OOTY it will not be de- 
nied, that Mr. Bznjamin Donn, Maſter of 
the Mathematical Academy in King-ſtreet, is 
the Gentleman here intended; and as I know 
nothing, in any other reſpect, to the diſad- 
vantage of Mr. Donn, if he can avail him- 
ſelf, in the preſent inſtance, of a defective- 


neſs of memory, or of any other pardonable 
infirmity, 


0 I ) 


infirmity, I ſhall heartily rejoices 4 tke 


neceſſary vindication of my own character 
obliges me to aver, that the whole of the 
above relation ſtands in a diametrical op- 
poſition to the truth. I perſonated no ſuch 
character as is there repreſented ; my con- 
duct was without duplicity, and my inten- 
tion avowed, I declared, I was come to 
make all inquiries: in my power into the 
character and behaviour of JoxnaTaHan BRI- 


ram; and to collect every anecdote con- 


cerning him, whether good ar bad. Pro- 
portionable was the frankneſs on the fide 
of Mr. Donn. Circumſtantially, and with- 
out heſitation did he appear to relate all that 
he knew of him; ſpecifying, in numerous In- 
ſtances, his baſeneſs and diſhoneſty towards 
himſelf and others; together with many ad- 
ditional particulars, of other kinds, greatly to 
his diſadvantage. And not once was there 
an abatement of this freedom of communica- 
tion, or a diſcovery in the leaſt, of any ſuſpi- 
cious reſerve, from the firſt moment of the 
converſation to the laſt. For the truth of 
this I have permiſſion to refer to Mr. Jonx 
Peacn, of this city; who accompanied and 
introduced me to Mr. Donn, and was pre- 


ſent at the whale of the W alluded 
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of my heart; m. expreſſions of 


„ 


As to the expreſſions attributed to me at 


the cloſe of the above converſation, Mr. 
Dom is under very little more than an 
error in point of time. The converſation 


of which they are made to be a part, was 
held on the goth of October, or the 4th 
of November, and at that period it is 
not in the memory of Mr. Pzacu or my- 
ſelf that any thing of the kind was ſaid. 
At a ſubſequent: viſit, by myſelf alone, 
when I had collected my evidences and 
openly avowed my intentions to proſecute, 
I queſtion not to have ſaid to Mr. Down 
what I readily ſaid to any I converſed 
with, words to the following effect, That 
'T had promiſed J. Britain, faithfully pro- 
miſed him, if be did not deceive me, to be 
to him a friend, ſo far as to procure for 
him, if poſſible, the only act of Juſtice he 
ever required of me, the being brought 
to a trial for the Portſmouth fire. As that 
friend who had now upon the ſpot, with 
reſpect to that very fire, abundantly detected 
his impoſtures, and diſcovered him to be 
the baſeſt and moſt dangerous of villains, 1 
would certainly do him jaſice as I had pro- 
miſed; and which 1 now evidently ſaw could 


SAP 7's 


only be done by getting him to be hanged.” 
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Such and ſuch only were the ſentiments 


the 


(0,882 

the kind I. at any time made uſe of, whether 
fewer or more; coarſer or more delicate, 
they had invariably the ſame tendency and 
Soong from the _ principle, 


* fourd charge goes on, and fays; ; << But 
« this is not all. In ſome reſpects diſap- 


pointed and diſpleaſed, he repaired to Lon- 


don, where he made application to another 


« Gentleman, who had ſuffered in the loſs of a 
« ſmall ſum thro? the deception of Bxrrax. 
4c With this Gentleman he uſed the utmoſt 
d entreaty to proſecute alſo; but he refuſed. 
The Clergyman then proceeded to threaten 
him with a proſecution, unleſs he complied; 

« but notwithſtanding treat and entreaty, this 
« Gentleman continued 7»flexible in his reſolu- 
tion, and yet remains ſo: The perſon here 
referred to is Mr. RogERT Saver, Print- 
ſeller, 3 in Euere: | 


AsTONISHED at a charge of which I had 
not in my memory the ſmalleſt trace, while 
I had much in my remembrance of a lan- 
guage quite the reverſe, I took the liberty 
on Saturday laſt to write to Mr. SaveR upon 
the ſubject; ſtating to him, ſo far as I could 
xecolle&, the whole of the intercourſe that 
had been between us; and requeſting. him to 
end me as ſpeedy an anſwer as he could, 
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„ 
That anſwer was inſtantly diſpatched by one 


of the F lying Machines, and is as follows: 


SIR, 


_« WHATEVER a; be your motive 
« is beſt known to yourſelf, in coming to me 


e to enquire if BriTain had not defrauded 


me of a ſum of money, by a forged note 
* in the name of Mr. Donn : I told you he 
had, and that I believed him to be a great 
« villain; but I muſt do you the juſtice to ſay, 
that you neither entreated me to proſecute him, 


er threatened me if I did not. I am now, 


„and have been for ſome days, confined to 
< my bed by illneſs, which obliges me to 
W * conclude, 


« Sir, | 
« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
„ROBERT SAYER.” 


London, May 4, 1772. 


I PROCEED now to a fifth charge. Not 
<« content with ſetting theſe proſecutions on 


foot, and leaving the event to the courſe 
of juſtice, he has alſo unjuſtly endeavoured to 


&« prejudice the minds of the proſecutors againſt 
BRITA INx. In a letter he wrote to one of 


2 "WY from Reading, the beginning of this 
month, 


p N ; OR * ee 
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*© mon « is language that diſgraces his profef- 
* fon. He earneſtly entreats that BrxrTain 
may not be acquainted with the concern he 
has in the proſecution ; and that his inten- 
<« tion of being here at his trial might remain 
« alſo a profound ſecret. He betrays an un- 
<« chriſtian anxiety to procure the conviftion 
« of the priſoner ; acknowledges he has not 
„ ſeen him for more than three months, yet 
<« declares the ſtate of his mind is ſuch ao, 
<« that no good can be done to him till after 
ce conviction ; that it is in vain to attempt any 
<« thing reſpecting his ſoul till after condemna- 
tion; with many more inſinuations of the 
like e. import.“ 


Son av, unfeignedly ſorry am I, not for 
myſelf, but for another Gentleman, that 
ever J have been called upon to conſider and 
refute this charge. The letter here alluded 
to, and which has been ſo partially communi- 
cated to the public, is a confidential letter which 
I wrote to Mr. ARTHUR SanDALL, one of 
the proſecutors, on the 4th of April laſt. 
In- that letter, towards the cloſe of it, were 
the following words, Be ſo kind as to go 
immediately to Mr. Rovauver with my 
compliments to him, and deſire him, when 
he atrends BRTTAIN in the goal, not to 
mention my name to him.” Mr. RovauerT 


is a Gentleman of whoſe zeal } in the cauſe of 
religion 
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religion I have heard much ſpoken; and of 


aſſiduity among the criminals in Newgate | 


I have heard great commendations: other- 


wie he 1s*per/onally to me but very little and 
lately known: and I am exceedingly concerned 
that any thing upon this occaſion ſhould | 
appear againſt either of us, whether as to 
ſpirit, language, or action, that is really 
diſgraceful to our common profeſſon. To this 


Gentleman, however, I directed Mr. Sax- 


DALL to carry that meſſage, not having a 
ſuſpicion but that he would give me credit, 
till I ſhould ſee him, that 1 had ſome ſatiſ- 

factory reaſon for ſuch concealment of myſelf 
from Br1Taix as I had deſired; and which 
ſimply and really was only this, that I did 
not chooſe, if I could help it, to get into a 
paper war with the priſoner, and his champion 6 


the publiſher of the Vbiſperer, Mr. MookE; 


and be put to anſwer in print the charges 
which I knew BRTrralx would think it, to the 
laſt degree, his intereſt to blacken and load me 
with in the eyes of the world. This was the 
ſole reaſon for wiſhing that my concern in the 
proſecution might as o bim be kept a ſecret; 
and do not the publications I am now obliged 
to encounter ſhew that I had abundant 
grounds for my caution ? On this Gentle- 
man Mr. ' SanDaLL waited to deliver the 
compliment; but not finding him at home, 
he 


« 17 ) 
he left it for him in writing. In a day or 
two Mr. RovquerT came to Mr. SanpaLL's 
houſe and deſired to ſee the letter, which 
was granted. Some little time after Mr. 
RovqueT in 4 friendly: manner called again, 
and deſired to know, how he might direct 
a letter to Mr. TALBOT? to which Mr. 
SANDALL replied, he had a frank to him 
in his poſſeſſion, and as he ſhould not, that 
he knew of, have any occaſion for the uſe 
of it, it was intirely at his ſervice. Mr. 
Rovaver then ſaid, © Be fo kind as to let 
« me have Mr. TALBOr's letter to ſhew to 
a friend.“ Mr. SanDaLL, not entertain- 
ing any doubt but that it was and would 
be only in the hands of Mr. TaLBOr's 
friends, readily conſented. The letter was 
retained *till the following day, and then, 
without the leaſt intimation given to Mr. San- 
DALL of any uſe that was intended to be made 
of it, or any permiſſ on for that purpoſe aſked, 
filently returned. That Mr. Rovauer pub- 
liſhed what of the letter is publiſhed 
is more than I can take upon me to fay 
that he knew of and aſſented to that pub- 
cation can hardly be denied; unleſs it 
ſhall appear, (and J heartily wiſh it may) 
that he has openly diſavowed the act and 
. expreſſed his utmoſt abhorrence of it. This 
letter, % procured and fo made uſe of, 1s, 
* . have faid, partially, indeed very partially 
C e 


6 
publiſhed; and in this disfigured, mutilated 
form it may have carried an appearance, 
which, I truſt, when the whole of it ſhall 
be laid before the eye of the public, will be 
found not to have properly belonged to It. 


To that public | it now 9 | 


Remo, . 8 
Mr. SANDALL, 
1 JONATHAN BRITAIN i is at © length 


coming to you. It will not be many days 
«© before he will be in your goal, in order 


to take his trial on the 28th or 29th in- 
< ſtant, I hope you and Mr. Warr will be 
* upon your guard againſt the deceitful 
« wiles of this moſt artful and conſummate 


of villains. He wall endeavour; I doubt 


not, by every deceiving appearance and 


pretence, to work upon your compaſſion ; 
but be aſſured, a more falſe, baſe and atro- 
„ cjous vitlain does not this day exiſt. In 


« every thing he is publiſhing, in every 


thing he ſays, nothing but lies proceed out 
of his mouth; and he is given up as an 
„ TMPOSTOR and a. raſcal in grain by 


« every ſoul in theſe parts, who, for a time, 


c were diſpoſed to think more favourably of 
4 his teſtimony. For want of one of the 


proſecutor's being able to ſwear, that the 


bill found upon Barrard was. preciſely 
and 


( ig ) 

and determinately the ſame with that 
„ which had been preſented to him (tho? 
« he verily believed that it was). and by 
„ Britain's having found means to deſtroy 
« the bill which had been preſented for pay- 
ment to the other proſecutor, - no bill 
« againſt him could be found by the Grand 
de Jury; and ſo he eſcaped at our aſſizes. 
« As ſoon as he found his ſafety, he wrote 
<«< 2a moſt ſcurrilous, abuſive and inſolent 
letter to one of the proſecutors, and in 
the concluſion of it ſays, to be ſhort, Sir, 
« 1 forged, the bills, now proſecute if you 
dare. I have not ſeen him for more than 


three months, and he has no knowledge 


< that I am any ways concerned in bringing 
him to juſtice. I defire he may not know 
this; at leaſt *till he ſees me in court; and 


I therefore hope, that you will ſay nothing 


« of that kind that may come to his ears; 
and I earneſtly deſire you not to go to 
<« him, tho' he ſhould with ever ſuch earneſt- 
ce neſs ſend for you. He is not in a ſtate 
c of mind at preſent to receive any good to 
his ſoul.. If ever he is, it muſt be after 
« he is condemned. He is daily now publiſh- 
« ing the groſſeſt lies, and will continue to do ſo, 
<« while there is a hope of his eſcape. During 
ce thoſe falſehoods he cannot liſten to any 
thing profitable to him; after conviction he 
1 * Be ſo kind as to go immediately to Mr. 
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. RoqQuerT with. my compliments. to him, . 


and deſire him, when he attends BRTTAIx in 
„ goal, not to mention my name to him. I ſhall 


be down on the Saturday before the trial, 
and will then ſee you; but before that 1 

„ ſhall write to you again. Tell Jonx 
% ABRAHAM to be in the way at the time 


of trial. Let Mr. Wair ſee this letter; 


and I would have you call on Mr. BEN- 
e covcn, who has ſome ne to _ 
«pol: 2 am, | | | 


> Your _ well-wiſher, 
8 W. * A L B OT. 


« P, $, When Bar AN in his will, 3 
< he put into your hands on June 24. 1771, 
called himſelf the ſon of James and Jane 
* Britain, how came you, when he talked 
&« of Elizabeth Walton being his mother, not 
te to diſcern the contradiction ? 


25 Dm you ever fee J. Ban write, ſo 
eas to obſerve his hand writing, and to be 
able to ſwear to it, ſuppoſing it not to be 


4 diſguiſed, but of the kind which he cuf- 


* 


ia n uſed ?” 


S0 i is the whole of this __ but 5 | 
cauſe Mr. Rovayen,: 3 by Mr. 


PINE 
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Pixx, the printer, ſeemed rather diſappointed 
in not being indulged with a ſight of ano- 
ther of my letters, written to the other pro- 
ſecutor Mr. Warr, ſubſequent to the date 

of the former; and leaft it ſhould be ima- 
gined, that if a ſight of it could be procur- 
ed, ſome further and more deciſive evidences 
of an evil ſtate of heart might appear, the 
public, I hope, will excuſe me for troubling 
them with a peruſal of that letter alſo. 


Reapinc, April 17, 1772. 
« Mr, Wair, 


„ Br1TAIN is now in your goal; and I 
“hope neither you, nor any belonging to 
<« you will feel any concern that you have 
been inſtrumental in placing him. there: 
« Every day almoſt ſince I faw. you has 
<« brought out evidences, that a baſer, falſer, 
and more dangerous villain does not 
<« breathe than that man; and therefore a 
4 greater act of kindneſs to ſociety cannot 
ebe done, than uſing every fair and legal 
ce method to put it out of his power to do 
<« any further miſchief in the world. Don't 
go near him; nor anſwer any letters from 
him; and if he threatens, or if he appears to 
« relent, pay no regard to either. He has 
no ſuſpicioa at preſent (at leaſt had not 
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* when he left this place) that I am any 
* way concerned in the proſecution. For 
« fve months paſt I have not once ſeen him, 
and therefore I ſuppoſe. he has concluded, 
* that I am paying no attention to him. I 
„would, if poſſible, have him continue in 
« this ignorance, at leaſt 'till che time * 


64 wl. 


« By fo kind as to let Mr. BRNMOOUCH 


have the incloſed papers as ſoon as you 


e can. I want an immediate anſwer to ſome 
parts of them. | 
e Let Mr. SanDaLL know that 1 have 
te received his letter. He is miſtaken as to 
© one fact mentioned in that letter.“ He is 
„ no witneſs to BRTTAIx's will. His name 


4 js not upon it at all. Jonv ABRAHAM is 


« the only witneſs. Joun ABRAHAM will 
„be ſubpœnaed to 2 the trial. 


* 3 nn how: written a himſelf ſo entirely 
« out of credit with the world, that even Mr. 
< Mooxx, who has publiſhed all his lies hi- 
« therto, is grown abſolutely aſhamed of him; 
< and has ſent him a letter that he will have 
* nothing more to do with him; for that the 
8 e will _ his Seceit no longer. 

8 Oun 


2 Tu miſtake I runs 2 to have been mine. 


( 23 ) 
« Our evidences will come out clear and 
_ «ſtrong againſt him; and unleſs Gop deſigns 
he ſhall be kept as a ſcourge to ſome of us, 
or to the nation at large, there is no doubt 


but we ſhall convict him of the crunes laid 


* againſt bim. 


„ IIREARTILI with ſomething may be done 
« for the good of his ſoul; but this, in his 
<« preſent ſtate of mind and action, cannot 
ebe. If ever there will be an opening for 
this purpoſe, it will be when he is con- 
« demned, and has loſt uy _ of a 
. 


«T TAKE it for granted that you ſet your 


name upon the back of the 10]. bill, be- 
fore you ſent it up for acceptance: I mean 
© the bill that was returned to you as forged. 


< RecoLLecT yourſelf well before the trial. 


« T ſhall, if need be, refreſh your memory 
«when I come; which, I believe, will be on 
Monday the 27th. I deſign to ſpend the 
« Sunday in Bath, unleſs wy n mall 
pe needful ſooner. 


J am, Sir, 
« Your FAR Servant, 
W. TALBOT. 
»et 
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« Let Mr. Bencoven know pou have 4 
e to me.” 


5 HAVE now: gone SO: the 9 
attacks upon my character and conduct: 
Whatever yet of both remains to be de- 
fended ſhall be ſpoken to in the enſuing 


Narrative; to which I directly proceed. 


EFT 5 JS FTI TS ö rer I err 


NARRATIVE. 


N Tueſday July 30, 1771, JonaTHaN 


Barralx preſented in the Town of 


; Reading, Berkſhire, four bills of exchange for 


acceptance, to the amount, upon the * 


of 45ʃ. 


Oui on Mr. WILLIAM KNAPP, Grocer, 


payable to Mrs. ELIz. Warp, or order, * 


ed In Fan. 10l. 


Ons on WILLIAM WATEIN ren, payable 


to Mrs. Wap, or order, ſigned RICHARD 


Perks and Co. 20l. 


Ovz on Mr. BrsszT, Grocer, payable to 
Mrs. Er1iz. Warp, or _ ſigned Joux 
FARRAR, 10l. 


One 


( 25 ) 
'Onz on Mr. Carnan, (the particulars of 
which, I have not materials by me to aſcer- 
rain) 51. 


F ROM many ſuſpicious circumſtances none 
of theſe bills were honoured, and he was on 
the ſame evening apprehended, and, carried 
before Mr. JohN Ricuarps, Mayor of Reag- 


ing, who examined him, and then ſent him, 


for ſafe cuſtody. only, to the comprer, till 
he ſhould have undergone a ſecond and ful- 
ler examination. On Friday Auguſt 2d, be- 
fore that examination had come on, he took 
a large doſe of arſenic, which was very near 
proving fatal to him. For a time he deter- 
mined not to take any thing for expelling 
the poiſon ; and perſiſted in it, that he would 
rather die, than be committed to the com- 
mon gaol, and lie till the next aſſizes. His 
language was wholly atheiſtical and. ſhock- 
ing to the hearers. At length when his pains 
grew torturing ; he ſubmitted to the uſe of 
proper medicines ; and liſtened to the advice 


of ſending for ſome Clergyman to talk to 


him. Mr. BIssET, one of the Gentlemen 
he had attempted to defraud ; and who had 
been chiefly inftrumental in apprehending 

him, was the giver of that advice; and on 
BziTain's yielding to it, thought proper to 


come to me. I made at firſt ſome little he- 
D ſitation 
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ſitation, fearing I might give offence, as the 
Compter was not within the limits of my 
pariſh ; but the preſſing deſires of Mr. Bis- 
SET, and the urgeney of the caſe over-ruled 
that objection. On my coming to him, I 
found him, as to his body, taking emetics 
and complaining of excruciating pains ; and 
as to his ſoul, not in the leaſt degree ſenſi- 
ble of the evil of what he had done; but ra- 
ther diſpoſed to enter into a diſpute about, 
and a defence of ſelf-murder, alledging the 
example of Caro, and the degree in which 
his memory has ever ſince been revered. 
This appearing to me no ſeaſon for trifling, 
I began to talk to him faithfully and round- 
ly, and yet at the ſame time tenderly, of the 
extreme wickedneſs of the act he had been 

guilty of, and the perilous ſituation, in every 
reſpe&, in which I conſpicuouſly . diſcerned 
his ſoul to be; and to do the utmoſt in my 
power to bring him to a ſight and a convicti- 
on of better things. By degrees J obtained 
from him ſome ſeeming attention to me; and 
much converſation together, during the 
ſpace of four or five hours, we had, till every 


thing that I thought needful to be ſaid had 


been, repeatedly and in the plaineſt man- 
ner, ſpoken to him. In the courſe of our con- 
verſation, I aſked him what had induced 


him to be guilty of ſo raſh an action! ? his 
anſwer 


en was, that he apprehended the Mayor 
had a deſign to commit him to the county 
gaol, to remain there *till the autumn aſſi- 
zes; and that this was what he could not, 
and he would not bear. He had, he inſiſted 
on it, done nothing in the town of Reading, 
which in the leaſt degree deſerved ſo long and 
ſo diſgraceful a confinement; that if the 
bills were really forged, it was more than 
he knew, or ſuſpected; that they were put 
into his hands as good ones; that he had 
taken them merely to oblige Mrs. ELIz. 
Ward, the lady in whoſe favour they were 
drawn ; that he had given her his receipt 
for them, and was only her truſtee and a- 
gent, on the occaſion ; that he was, if he 
had received the money, to have carried or 
forwarded it to one SAMSON or SAMUEL WARD 
upon the Back, at Briſtol, to be paid to a 
ſon of Mrs. Ward, who had been abroad, 
and written to. her for money ; that if he 
ſhould be obliged to ſtay any time for the 
payment of the bills, he was to have 25. 6d. 
per day, for his loſs of time; and that this 
was the whole of the advantage he was to 
have received from them. He averred alfo, 
that he had not, in fact, tendered any of them 
for acceptance; but had only produced them 
with a deſire, that the perſon they were drawn 

* * make every proper enquiry, whe- 
| D 2 ther 
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ther they were genuine or not; that on this 
very account he had himſelf forborn to in- 
dorſe them, till ſuch enquiry ſhould have 
been made and ſatisfied ; and in ſhort, that 
he was, in the whole of this affair, a perfect- 
ly guiltleſs man. He added, that his cha- 
rater had never before, till that hour, been 
blemiſhed with a ſingle ſtain; that he was 
of reputable parents; that his mother at that 
moment kept a conſiderable dairy, milking 
to the number of 30 Cows, at 7 bornton-le- 
moor, near Northallerion, in Yorkſhire ; and 
that a report of his being thrown into gaol 
would be an afflicton that ſhe could not ſup- 
port; ; that he had a wife alſo at that time 
in Reading, who was ſcarcely recovered from 

5 dangerous fit of ſickneſs; and that ſuch 
an affecting event would probably be the 
death of her; beſides, how would ſhe and 
the lirtle daughter ſhe had with her, be able, 
during the length of his confinement, to 
finda ſupport 4 | 


1 obſerved i in return, . That if all he had 
been ſaying was true, there was no danger 
of his commitment, as there was no real, 
and therefore no ſufficient ground for it; 
that however, if the magiſtrate ſhould hap- 
pen to think it his duty to commit him 
oh ſuſpicion, it was 9 impoſſible that 
his 


( 29 ) 
his life could be brought into the ſmalleſt 
degree of hazard thereby z and conſequently, 
| that the utmoſt he could ſuffer would be but 
to have his deliverance poftponed for two or 
three months; that it was wonderful, there- 
fore, he ſhould determine to throw away his 
| life to avoid fo comparatively ſlight an evil; 
that it was taking a ſtrange method to main- 
tain his character without blemiſh, by doing 
what could only have a tendency to fix, in 
the minds of all, a conviction, either of his 
preſent, or of ſome other, as yet undiſcovered, 
quilt; and that it was full as extraordinary 
a way of ſhewing his tenderneſs to and pro- 
viding againſt the difficulties and affliction 
of his mother and his wife.” Still however 
he perſiſted in averring an univerſal rectitude 
of character and life; agreeable to which 
declarations he had before written a letter on 
| that very morning to his wife, which letter 
lies now on hs table before me, and of 
which the following | is a copy. 


Zo the unfortunate Mrs. BaiTAIN. 


15 F riday Morning, Nine o' Clock, 
5 Auguſt 2d, 1771. 


« My DEAR, 


_« FAREWELL my Poll, my dear Poll, 
more than life to me—farewell my dear 
a 5 cc child 


„ 
4e child, farewell my dear mother, and fare- 
<* well to all the world. My Dear, by the 
time you receive this you are a widow, and 
* my dear dear child fatherleſs. My dear 


; < Poll, I am clear of this crime laid to my 


charge; and can I think of lying eight 
months in a priſon, debarred from my 
* Love? No, no, I can ſooner ſuffer death; 
for I am no ways culpable. To leave the 
« world is nothing---to live in it is a great 
deal: Can I live in a priſon, and probably 
<« ſee my dear wife die with grief? No, no, 
« *tis impoſſible. I always thought your 
< happineſs preferable to my own; there- 
<« fore I can ſooner die than ſee my Dear 
tc uneaſy. Send a letter to my mother that 


A am dead; but don't mention which way. 


« My Dear, compoſe yourſelf, it will not be 
<« Jong ere you will follow me; and the Lord 


é who judges all men's hearts will, I hope, 


« judge mine. Mr. WArIIxN Oro, Mr. 


„ BLISsET, and Mr. Carnan's Man have 


« all ſpoke the truth; but Mr. Knaye has 
4 not; the Lord forgive him, as I do. 


Keep the large filver ſeal of my watch for 
* my ſake. Some of them has my money : 


« There is either, fix or ſeven and twenty 


„ guineas in my green filk purſe.* If my 
mother 


* This was known by Barra, at the time f 


| writing, to be an abſolutely falſe and groundleſs charge. 


1 


4 mother ſends for you, go to her; ſhe will 
« partake of your grief. Once more, my 
„Dear farewell; my dear Polly, farewell: 
The Lord have mercy on you, as I hope 
<* he will upon 


_ © the unfortunate 
* S BRITAIN. 


. « My 8 I hope my memory will be 
dear to you, as I never was guilty of a 
<« wrong action in my life. My honeſt prin- 
« ciple, you know, can be witneſſed by hun- 
ce dreds. Farewell my dear woman.“ 


In this degree of aſſerting his innocence 
did he perſevere throughout the whole of my 
interview with him ; and I could not, on that 
day, even to the laſt, prevail upon him fully 
to give me an aſſurance, that he would not, 
if relieved from the preſent attempt upon his 
life, hereafter renew it; provided he ſhould 
find the priſon to be his hateful allotment. 
After fo long an attendance upon him, feel- 
ing his pains abating, he expreſſed an incli- 
nation to lie down, and a diſpoſition to go to 
ſleep; and thereupon I left him. The fol- 
lowing day, being Saturday, I viſited him 
again; and found him, tho? not by the Fa- 
culty pronounced abſolutely ſafe, yet in ap- 
pearance 


( 32 ) | 
pearance- conſiderably leſs in danger than on 
the preceding evening. I ſtaid with him ſome 


time, and renewed, as a Clergyman, the faith- 


ful and tender efforts J had employed for the 
good of his ſoul from the beginning. He 
perſevered in the ſame unvarying proteſtations 
of his innocence; but appeared ſoftened a lit- 


_ tle; as to his determination not to yield, with- 


out. ſuicide, to the impriſonment he appre- 


| hended. During the courſe of our conver- 


ſation on this day, he aſked me, if I had ſeen 
any thing in the Gazette relative to the par- 
don of a perſon who profeſſed to have had a 


concern in ſetting fire to Portſmouth dock? 1 


replied in the affirmative; and told him, that 
it was a conditional one, only to take place, if 
a proper and effectual diſcovery of the au- 
thors of that fire ſhould be made. But why 
do you aſk the queſtion ? Becauſe, ſays he, 


have ſeen the perſon who made that appli- 


cation to his Majeſty; and indeed he appears 
publicly at all the Coffee-houſes in town, and 
makes no ſecret of his declarations. Nay, 1 
myſelf was employed in carrying for him a 
letter directed to Mr. WoopraLL. the Printer. 
Not perceiving him, after this, to make any 
offer of revealing, or to give any evidence 


even of knowing his name, I only ſaid, Well, 


there is a pardon for him; and as he ſaid no 


more _ the — neither did I. In due 
time 


( 33 ) 

time having obſerved to him that I had, td 
the beſt of my power, diſcharged my duty 
and exhauſted all I had to ſay to him, I be- 
gan to take my leave; telling him that I 
ſhould ſee him no more at preſent, if ever I 
ſaw him again. The next day would be a 
ſabbath, in which, thro* the whole of it, I 
ſhould find ample employment; and early 
on the Monday I was to ſet off for my health 
to Southampton, where I purpoſed to make a 
conſiderable, ſtay ; and thus, under an uncer- 
tainty whether he would, on his ſubſequent 
examination, be releaſed or detained, we 
parted ; and for ſix weeks from that time I 
never ſaw him once. 


Ar this part of my Narrative, as being a 
material one, the public will, I hope, in- 
dulge me a little with their patience, while, in 
reference to ſome of the preceding charges, I 
detain them by the following remarks. 


F:gsr, I truſt it will have fatisfaQorily ap- 
peared, that my primary attendance upon 
BRTrAIN was not, as ſeems inſinuated, the 
effect of an officious introduction of myſelf to 
him; and I flatter myſelf it will obtain a be- 
lief, that it was not under 4 pretence of, but 
from a real regard and compaſſion, to a man in 

E | is 
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his er cireumſtances, chat I went to him 
as I did. 


In the next. place, I hope it will have been 
evident, that at this intercourſe I neither had 
.extorted, nor inſidiouſſy .drawn from him, 
any fecrets or confeſſion of any kind : For 
unleſs there is a diſbelief of, what muſt be 
looked upon as, bis own dying words, as well 
as of my aſſeverations, he had no degree of 
criminality whatſoever to confeſs , bur was 
altogether purity and innocence ſelf, 


Rim here, for my fake, let it be particular- 


ly noticed, that at this time, not a ſyllable of 


the Briſtol forgeries had reached the ears of 
any in Reading. The firſt intelligence of thoſe 
frauds was by a letter, dated Briſtol, 17th 
Auguſt, 1771, from Meſſrs. Jos. Jonzs and 
Son, directed to Meſſrs. BLISssET, Bacon, 
KxAPP and Co. at Reading, Berks. In this 
letter they inform them, (for the original lies 
before me) © That they had ſeen, by a para- 
graph in the Papers, that a perſon was 
taken into cuſtody in their town, on ſuſ- 
5 picion of forging bills on them, and which 

bills had been preſented for acceptance; that 

« a young man, that went by the name of Jo- 

% NATHAN BRITAIN, had left Briſtol about a 

month ſince, who had committed ſeveral for- 

Igeries; and POLY had * four bills 
cc on 


( 38 
ce on their friends GEORGE NELsoN, Eſq; and 
“Co. and that they had great reaſon. to think 
ce jt was the ſame man whom they had in 
e cuſtody in Reading: They then go on to 
give a deſcription of him in age, perſon, 
and dreſs; and conclude with begging, If 
he ſhould anſwer this deſcription, that they 
% would write to GEORGE NELSON, Eſq; and 
Co. in London. When this letter was receiv- 
ed, I was at fifty miles diſtance; and heard 
nothing of theſe forgeries, till after my return. 


Hen then the charge of an uncandid, 
ungenerous advantage made of any ſecret, con- 


fidential converſation and confeſſion, cannot poſ- 


ſibly take place; and Bz1Tain's own aſſertion 
on the day of his trial, in Court, That I 
« had attended him in the character of a 
friend, for his ſpiritual good, «when be had 
<« one foot in the grave; and proved to him 
e that villain as to rob him of his ſecrets,” (if 
he meant to apply theſe latter words, as by 
their connexion he appeared to mean, to the 
time I attended him under the poiſon) muſt 
fall to the ground. 


Ir he did not refer to that ſeaſon of danger; 
tet him, or let any one, name any other pe- 
riod during my attendance upon him, in 
which occaſion could be taken, from the ꝝn- 
happineſs of his circumſtances, to recommend hin 

RA ES 
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zo make an ample confeſſion of all his fallies and 
crimes, as a meaſure that would tend to diſbur- 
then his conſcience and alleviate his diſtreſs ;, or 
for promiſing him my utmoſt affiftance in ſolving 
his doubts, and to prepare him for a better 
world, Never, after his removal into gaol, 
was he in the leaſt hazard of his life; 
never had he once any apprehenſion of 
death; not once was he ſick that I know of, 
from the hour of his commitment to his re- 
moval; no freſh attempts had he made upon 
his own perſon ; and he laughed at the cauſe 
of his commitment, and at every idea of 


hurting a hair of his head from thence: and 


well indeed he might: for both by him and by 


me, as well as generally through the Ys 


was it known, that one of the two bills, on 
which he had been committed, was not an 
exiſting one ; and the other could not, as to 
its identity, be ſworn to: And therefore my 
language to BRITAIx always was, (in confor- 


mity with his own,*) that the aſſizes could do 
nothing but infallibly bring his releaſe. If 


then he was never in any ſuch circumſtances of 
| danger 


. EXIT AI himſelf, in the Whiſperer of Saturday, 
Nov. gth, No. xci. has written the following note: 
4% The Miniſtry have reported, that I only want to ſave 


, myſelf from proſecution forforgery, that made me de- 


E. clare myſelf a party concerned in Port/mouth fire, &c.“ 


1 chink it neceſſary to declare, that the Jaw cannot in 


N. leaſt offe me, mo farther than being hin till 
Ihe Mu. 5 | 


T7 
danger and difireſs, no ſuch conduct towards 
him, in thoſe circumſtances, as 1 have been up- 
braided with, could ety have had ex- 
iſtence. 


LasTLy, I apprehend I have a right, under 
ſuch heavy, and to this minute continued, 
accuſations from him, to obſerve, how 
ſmall a regard will be due to any even dying 
confeſſions of this man, which may either 
include a charge upon others, or a diſcharge 
of himſelf; when we find him, juſt before 
the act « taking poiſon, and ſubſequently 
under the Webs operations of it, and even 
momentary expectation of death, avowing, 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, his innocence with 
regard to a tranſaction, of which afterwards, 
at a proper time, he could, with the greateſt 
inſolence and effrontery, ſay, To be ſhort, 
Sir, I FORGED THE BILLS 3 ao proſecute if you 
dare.” 


As the whole letter is a curioſity, I think 
proper to FO it. 


(A COPY, 


« ell Sir, 


« WHAT no trial? what are all your 
threats and menaces dropt, and you grown 
* more lenient? or that you are ſenſible of 

« the 
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< the crime you committed, when you took 
e ſuch a falſe oath againſt me; which is not 
% improbable but that at this time it may 
trouble your conſcience ? or is it, that you 
pretend not to have proof ſufficient againſt 
me? or rather, that you, Sir, are 0 to 
cc bring me to a trial, for fear I ſhould expoſe 
"« your meanneſs, and thoſe raſcals that atten- 
ce ded you, when firſt J was taken into cuſ- 
« tody? However, to be plain with you, I do 
% avow, that you are perjured; and if I had 
been brought'to a bar of juſtice, I ſhould not 
have been afraid of fully proving it. Sir, 
* you had better gone on in your ſwaggering, 
% imperious tone, as I ſhall now publicly 
<« expoſe you: for you have been afraid of 
e proſecuting a man that will never deny a 
true charge laid againſt him; and to be 
< Thott, Sir, 1 forged the bills, now proſecute 
e if you dare. 


“J am, Sir, your's, &c. 
« JONATHAN BRITAIN. 
„The Gaol, Wedneſday Morning. 


„ To Mr. KNAPP, Grocer, in Reading.“ 


On Monday, Auguſt 5, 1771, before 
BrirTain was committed to goal, I ſet off, 
according to my purpoſe, for Southampton 

| bur 
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but not approving, when 1 came there, of the 
3 that were vacant, I left the town 
that evening, in order to go to Emſworth, 
(a little village upon the ſea ſhore, in the 
road between Chicheſter and Portſmouth) where 
I had heard there had been lately built a 
ſmall, but convenient bathing-houſe, and 
where, for myſelf and ſervant at leaſt, I 
ſhould meet with tolerable accommodations. 
' The place, upon examination, ſuited my 
wiſhes; and there I took up my abode. At 
that place I had not long been, before I 

read in the public prints, That JonaTHan 
„ BriTain was in goal; and had, ſince his 
< confinement, declared himſelf to be a party 
concerned in ſetting fire to Port/mouth 
dock; that he pretended to have been a 
principal actor in that dark ſcene; and 
<« in{inuated, that ſeveral perſons of the firſt 
* rank were concerned in it; that he had 
« ſent letters to ſome public ſpirited perſons 
ein London; and was expecting, with ſome 
<« ſeeming degree of impatience, an order to 
„be removed thither, that he might make 
< a full diſcovery of the whole.” The mo- 
ment I read the above, and other ſimilar 
accounts, I yentured in every company to 
pronounce, that the whole was an impoſture; 
and I did it upon this ground, that had 
there been any thing in his Pretences, it 
muſt, T thought, have come out, in the very 
* 

2 


* 
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perilous ſituation I had ſeen him in; but 


having, in ſo critical an hour, laid claim to 


no other knowledge of that affair, than to 


have ſeen the perſon who was to diſcloſe it; 
and to have carried for him a letter to a 
printer of a public paper, I concluded the 
whole to be a mere amuſement of the public, 
ſerved up with a ſeaſoning that would make 
it readily go down; and that he was aiming 
thereby to make himſelf popular, and raiſe 
to himſelf friends, who would bail him (for 
he was bailable,*) out of his confinement. 
All the Gentlemen I converſed with in that 
neighbourhood can witneſs, that this was 
my language during the whole of my abode 
in thoſe parts. As time went on, Mr. 


Britain figured in the papers more and 


more; but without gaining any credit, for a 
ſingle moment, with me. I was deſirous, 
however, of the time arriving, when I might 
have ſome converſation with him; and there- 
fore at the end of ſix weeks, about the 18th 
or 19th of September, (upon my return to 


Read- 


* That BRITAIN himſelf was well apprized of this cir- 


cumſtance is evident, by what he ſays in a letter to Lord 
MANSFIELD, dated Reading Goal, October 14, 1777, 


and ſent by him to be publiſhed in the Whiſperer, where 
it appeared Saturday, October 19; in which letter were 
theſe words, But if they (my accomplices) are gone, I 
% am not, tho* indeed you have given me time enough 

« for my crime here is bailable, and the preſent daſtardly 
« adminiſtration have not ſo much as laid a detainer againſt 


( 41 ) 
Reading) 1 repaired to the goal; and, upon 
the ground of my prior acquaintance, I took 
the liberty of ſpeaking with ſome freedom 
to him. I told him, I was glad to ſee that 
he had ſubmitted to his confinement, without 
a repetition of any raſh endeavour to prevent 
it; but that I was come particularly to talk 
to him about the ſubject of his late publi- 
cations; that he had ſpoken of large and 
wonderful diſcoveries ſince J left him, of 
which he had not ſaid a ſyllable, during all 
my attendance upon him. I reminded him 
of what only he had ſaid; and aſked him, if 
in reality he knew more, how he came nor, 
at that time, to reveal it ? His anſwer was, 
that after he had begun to take medicines, 
not knowing but he might poſſibly eſcape 
the fatal effects of the poiſon, he had not 
diſcloſed himſelf; becauſe he had not then 
ſeen the Gazette, and ſo was not ſure, either 
of the promiſe, or nature of his pardon. 


NoTwITHSTANDING there was ſome plau- 
ſibility in this anſwer, I expreſſed to him my 
ſtrong ſuſpicions, . that there was no truth in 
what he was declaring to the public; and 
that, if he had then known ſo much of the 
Portſmouth fire, and of other matters, as he 
now pretended, ſome diſcovery of them, in the 
extremities he had been in, would have been 
made. I therefore urged him, on the peril of 
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( 42 ) | 
his ſoul, to advert to what he was doing ; 
to ſtop ſhort in his preſent career, if it was- 
a wrong one; and taking ſhame to himſelf, 
to confeſs without delay to God and to the 
world, (the only confeſſion, by the way, that 1 


ever put him upon) hat be had hitherto 
been a deceiver. I ſhewed him the extreme 


wickedneſs of loading thoſe that are innocent 
with imputations of ſuch enormous guilt, as he 
was, either directly, or by inſinuations, charg- 


ing many conſiderable perſons with. I told 
him every day's continuance in his falſehoods 
would make his retreat more difficult ; and 


that 'dreadful, in the end, would be the in- 
creaſe of his guilt and of his condemnation. 
J added however at the fame time, that if 
what he had offered to make good, he could; 
if all he propoſed to diſcover was actually 
true, he was certainly bound to reveal it; 
and to do his utmoſt to bring every villain 
to juſtice, of whatever rank or office he 
might. be; in which attempt he would have 
the hearty wiſh and concurrence of myſelf, 
and of every honeſt man in the kingdom. 
Upon this, he ſolemnly averred, that every 
ſyllable he had told, or ſhould tell to the 


public, was and would be true; that he only 


deſired to be brought to a trial; and if his 
evidence ſhould not be ſufficient to prove 
all that he had ſaid, and all the charges he 


had made, he was willing to ſuffer death as 


I | | the 


( 43 ) 
the principal. He aſked me, whether any 


thing could be fairer than that propoſal? and 


ſaid, that all the favour he requeſted of any 


one upon earth was, to get him an oppor- 


tunity of bringing the truth or falſehood of 
his pretenſions to light. I acknowledged, the 
propoſal was a moſt fair and reaſonable one; 
and I did then pledge to him my word, that 
if the miniſtry ſhould not, in due time, 
attend to his demand, I would certainly take 
his cauſe in hand; and by all the intereſt I 
could make, and all the clamour I could 
raiſe, I would ſee this, hut common, act of 
juſtice done to him; but then I added, it 


muſt, Mr. BRTralx, be upon condition, that 


J ſee nothing, in the mean time, to impeach 
your veracity in theſe matters; that I diſ- 
cover no falſchoods in your narration, or 
evidences of facts; that, in ſhort, I find you 
in all your accounts, fo far as I can diſcern, 
conſiſtent and true. On theſe terms I pro- 
miſe to be your friend, for the purpoſe you have 

deſired; but you muſt give me leave to ob- 
' ſerve, to watch, and to examine; to take 
nothing upon truſt; and then, according as 
upon ſuch enquiry I find you, ſuch propor- 
tionably towards you ſhall the whole of my 
conduct be. He accepted the terms; pro- 
miſed I ſhould hear nothing from his mouth 
but, truth; and ſo we partes. 
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(44) 
From this hour J viſited him frequently; 


and received from him, at different times, 
the accounts he has publiſhed ; and I defire 


It may be obſerved, that I received from him 


nothing more. Not a circumſtance relative 


to theſe matters (except a very trifle which 1 
will preſently mention) did he ever commu- 


nicate to me, beyond what he declared him- 


ſelf ready to communicate to all. In a poſt- 


ſcript to his letter to Lord Surrol k, dated 
Reading gaol, Sept. 23, 1771, (but a very 


few days after my return) and publiſhed in 
all the papers, he ſays, « ] aſſure your 


* Lordſhip, that any Ladies or Gentlemen, 


that pleaſe to call on me, fhall be welcome 


< to the whole affair from my own mouth ; 
* and no names ſhall be concealed.” This 


poſtſcript drew many perſons to him; and his 


accounts to eyery one that came were, fo far 


as I could learn, invariably the ſame, and as 


full, as ever they had been to me. The only 
circumſtance he imparted to me, which at 


that time he did not reyeal to the public, was 


the name of the Gentleman concerned with 
him in the Portſmouth fire, and whom he 


only deſcribes, in No. 87 of the Whiſperer, 


in general terms, as bearing at that time a 

commiſſion in the Iriſh Brigades in France: That 
name he ſaid was, KELLY; but that no one 
may ſurmiſe the communication of this ſecret 


to have been expreſſiye of a confidence that 


in 


* 


6 


in any degree deſerves the name, it muſt be 


told, that in that very number of the Vi, 
perer, and in words immediately ſubjoined 
to thoſe I have quoted, he engaged himſelf to 
the public 20 mention his name by and by: Ac- 
cordingly in No. 89, he advances ſomething 
nearer to the diſcovery of it, by calling him 


Capr. K. „and ſo (ſays he) ſhall I call him 


hereafter, until a proper en offers, 
and then I will mention his name.” That op- 
portunity has ſince preſented itſelf; and in 
No. xi. page 64, of a paper called the Scotch- 
man, and printed by Mr. Moog, he has 
delivered himſelf of this ſecret, and writes 
his name at length, KELLY. This, and this 
only ſecret, did Mr. Britain ever depoſit in 
my boſom ; and while it was in, and now it 
is out, I defire to know, where has been 1ts 
importance, and what 1s 1ts value ? 


From the time that 1 had ſtipulated my 
endeavours to ſerve him, in the point and on 


the terms that have been mentioned, I began 


to look narrowly to him; and to all publica- 
tions concerning him, whether his own, or 
thoſe of others ; determining to keep as 
faithful an eye upon every thing that could 
poſſibly make for him, as I would upon every 
thing that was likely to make againſt him 
but before I inform the public what was the 
reſult of this my attention, in a national view, 
| rQ 
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to kim, I will faithfully lay before them all 
that ever paſſed between us, relative to the 
forgeries at Briſtol. | 


SPEAKING one day of his ſituation at Read- 
ing, and the certainty of his releaſe from 
thence, 1 aſked, if he had no apprehenſion of 
any thing from Briſtol? He anſwered, No. 
My reaſon, ſaid I, for aſking the queſtion, is, 
I have been informed, fince my return, that 
there is a report about the town of ſome for- 
geries committed by you there. He aſſured 
me, the report was 4 falſe one. He had 


indeed, he acknowledged, been guilty of 


ſoine unfaithfulneſs (without ſpecifying what) 
towards ſome worthy perſons in that city; 


but he had long fince humbled bimſelf to 


them, aſked and obtained their pardon; and 
therefore he had no apprehenſions of being 
detained for any thing he had committed 
there. I replied, if what he had been ſaying 


was true, he certainly had nothing to fear; 


and That, I declare, is the whole, ſo far as 


my memory goes, that paſſed at the time be- 


tween us. The charge indeed ſtates it dif- 
ferently, and ſays, That I defired to know, 
„jf he had not been guilty of ſome other 
&« frauds ſimilar to that for which he was to be 
tried at Reading? To which he replied, he 
had injured ſome very worthy people at Briſtol, 
and mentioned their names. In this charge, I 

look 


16 


look upon the general word, © injured,“ to have 
been made uſe of, out of a juſt and neceſſary 
caution, reſpecting the ſituation the priſoner 
was then in; but there is certainly a deſign in 
that paſſage, to convey an idea, that BaiTain 
did expre/sly and confidentially acknowledge to 
me ſome, or all, of his forgeries in this city; 
and that he mentioned e perſons by name 
who had been ſufferers by hoſe frauds. I do 
then again MOS SOLEMNLY declare, that he 
never acknowledged a forgery, but con- 
ſtantly denied the charge; and only con- 
feſſed ſuch a kind of diſhoneſty, as left me 
wholly at large to conjecture what it might 
be ; but whatever it was he alluded to, he 
expreſsly added the words I have mentioned, 
that he had long ſince humbled himſelf to them, 
«© ofked, and obtained their pardon. But, it 
is added, he mentioned their names. I can 
only anſwer, that, if I was this minute to be 
put upon my oath, I muſt ſay, I have 
no trace of a remembrance of that ſort. But 
let me aſk, whoſe names did he mention? Has 
he ſaid, that ARTHUR SANDALL was among 
thoſe names? If he has ſaid this, I will prove 
him ſuch a liar preſently, as ſhall, at once, and 
forever deſtroy his credit with his molt credu- 
lous, ſanguine abettors. If he meant MERRE- 
FIELD and Wair, I will admit it poſſible he 
might; tho' I have not the leaſt recollec- 
tion, that he did. Names, which I had 
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never before heard of, applied to ſome le er 
offences which they had voluntarily and to- 
rally forgiven, and which I had not, at the 
time, a thought of enquiring after more, 


might really have been mentioned; and yet, 


as ſpeedily almoſt, forgotten : Tho? I repeat 
it again, I do not remember, and. therefore I 


do not believe, they were. I will add how- 


ever further, what ſhall be made plainer in 
the ſequel, that, when J firſt went to make 


enquiries at Briſtol, no matters whatſoever 
relating to MRERRETIEID or Wart were any 
of the objects of that enquiry. 


Lr me now come to Mr. ARTHUR San- 


PALL. On my mentioning, one day, to Mrs. 


WIiSEMAN, the keeper of Reading gaol, that 
BriTaiy poſitively denied the Briſtol forge- 
ries, ſhe ſaid, he was certainly, in her opinion, 
guilty : for a letter had come to him from 
one ARTHUR SANDALL, of that place, char- 
ing him with two forgeries ſo directly, and 
with ſuch marks of ſimplicity and truth, that 
ſhe had not, in her own mind, a doubt about 
the matter: BriTain indeed, ſhe ſaid, denied 
all knowledge of ſuch a man, or of any thing 
the letter ſpoke of; but ſtill ſhe believed 


him guilty. She added, that the letter had 


ſo affected her, that ſhe made her daughter co- 
py it; and, if I pleaſed, I might have a ſight of 
it: I read it; and, as that very copy is now 
before me, I will tranſcribe it. 

| ” & Briſtol, 


mY 


. 
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1 0 Briſtol, * t. 251994 
«SIR, nn 


« Ir's not for want of knowing where you 
| & are that I did not write to you before; but 
« rather becauſe I expected that you, or 
your wife, would have wrote to me: But 
<« finding you have not, it obliges me to 
“ trouble you, deſiring you'll let me know, 
« by the return of the poſt; who the ſaid 
„Wu. Dunn 1s, that drawed the five pound 
bill; for it's returned to me, and I was 
e obliged to pay it: Likewiſe the twenty 
* pound bill is returned upon me; and 1 


* muſt make it good ſoon. Remember the 
« deplorable condition you and your wife 


« were in, when I got caſh for your bills 
and let conſcience ſpeak, if you have uſed 
eme as I deſerve, You had none to help 
« you; and why ſhould you take the advan- 
etage of me; to put ſuch a trick upon me, 
te becauſe my bowels yearned with compaſ- 
« fjon towards you? I doubt not you have 
had many a reproof of conſcience; but 
“don't ſtifle it. I hope you will let me 
« know how I may obtain the aforeſaid 
" twenty-five pounds. If your wife is living, 
« pive my reſpects to her; and you may tell 
« her that I little thought, as ſhe ſeemed fo 
ce near. death, that ſhe would have acted in 
e ſuch a deceitful manner, to bring me into 
* ſo much trouble; and yet 1 would chari- 


G % tably 


— 
In 


— 82 8 — = : 

— — FF.. .,. . — 2 SEES > Se = _- 2 * * 

— — — — — — I i - 2 rt ae - ” — 2 ea : — — ö 
— — — —— IS > ——  — — 

Dn, - — — — ni 


— ey 


S I. 2 
1 * * 

EIS ES 
—— 


* 


DI 


5 1 
* 


T7 ; 
"AY 
LY 
as 3 


DIES eas.” 


— = 


* * r $42, 2 r ; . 7 — 
. ——— r „„ ² 11... PEE EE” 
* 3 


( 50 ) 
a tably hope ſhe was ignorant of your in- 
<< tentions. 


J am, with much concern, 
4 Your well-wiſher, 


ARTHUR SANDALL. 


% Jo . BRITAIx, Reading Gaol, Berks.” 


UPpox reading this letter, I went into the 
goal to BRITALIN; and I either aſked him, if 
he had not received a letter from Briſtol? or 
he happened, at that time, of his own accord, 
to ſhew it to me, I really forget which. 


Upon my reading it, he aſked me, what 


I thought of it? T faid, it certainly bore, 
upon the face of it, all the marks of a genuine 


letter; that it mentioned circumſtances con- 
cerning his wife, that tallied with the ſtate 


I had ſeen her in; and that I ſhould be very 
apt to niche, the contents of it were 
true. He acknowledged the appearances to 
be as I ſaid; but he ſolemnly proteſted, that 
he knew nothing of the writer, or the matter 
of the letter; and that he could not conceive 
the reaſon or intention of its being ſent to 


him; and ſhould give himſelf no trouble 


Ss it. Some time after, a ſecond letter 
came from the ſame hand, as Mrs. Wis- 
Max informed me. Britain ſhewed me 


that letter alſo; but inſiſted upon it ſtill, 


: that 


6 
that the whole was a falſe and an infamous 
charge upon him; and that he ſhould con- 
tinue, as under the former, to take no notice 
of it. No copy of that letter was taken at 
Reading, and Mr. SanpaLL has loſt his; 
but he has given me what he ſays was the 
ſubſtance, and, as nearly as his memory can 
reach, the very expreſſions of it. I ſhould 
not, however, under ſuch a deſcription, have 
publiſhed it, if it was not material towards 
throwing light upon a letter of Britain, 
which will make its appearance ſhortly. 


ce Oftober 3, 1771. 


% Mr. BRITAIx, 


« SOME time ago, I ſent you a letter, 
requiring an. anſwer, but you have not 
« ſent any. I therefore require an anſwer 
to my former letter; otherwiſe you may 
<« hear from me in a manner far more diſ- 
ce agreeable. I don't know but a detainer 
« will be lodged againſt you ſoon, which 
c will not only bring you to Brito! gallows, 
e but your mother alſo may be apprehended 
ce as one of your accomplices. With what 
c confuſion of face will you appear in that 
« day, when your ſchool-fellow, your mo- 
„ ther, Mr. Wait, Mr. MRREFIELD, and 
me, ſhall ſtare you in the face at the bar, 
„ where your hidden things of darkneſs will 
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« be brought to light, where inſtead of 
& Fonathan, you will be condemned by the 
* name of William; and inſtead of Britain, 
9 D Conũder you are confined in a 
e priſon ; but what is that when compared 
* to. being confined in everlaſting chains of 
$ darkneſs, there to be tormented with Devils 
and damned ſpirits, night and day forever? 
* with what hypocriſy did you ſit up in the 
bed to make your will? If you don't ſend 
** ſome agreeable anſwer, I don't know but 
« we ſhall expoſe it in the public papers, 
and let the world know what a vile vil- 
65 lain you are.? 


Ir was not long before Mrs WISEMAN 
related to me a freſh incident. A Gentle- 
man had been at the goal, with one of the 
public papers in his hand, which he read; 
and in which was an account from Briſtol, 
that a barber, where BRITAIx had lodged, 
had been, by ſome forged bills, greatly de- 
frauded by him; and the account, ſhe ſaid, 
was ſo conformable in general, tho' not in 
every particular, with what was contained 


in the letters, that ſne had not any doubt 


but that the writer of thoſe letters was the 
very barber in that paper referred to. I 


| ſpoke to BriTain about this paper alſo. 


He ſtill confidently denied the whole; and 
ſaid, it was nothing but an attempt of his 
enemies to blaſt his credit with the world, 


0 


6 
and to invalidate his teſtimony about the 
Portſmouth fire. Information was ſtill given 
me, by Mrs, WIskMAx, of a third letter 
having come from the ſame hand; in which, 
mention had been made of the writer's hav- 
ing received a letter from JonaTHan BR1- 
Tai, which, Mrs, Wiszman faid, if any 
had been written, muſt have been conveyed, 
without her privity, to the Poſt-Office, in a 
manner ſhe was wholly at a loſs to account 
for. BRITAIx, ſhe ſaid, had been taxed 
with this ſecret correſpondence, but. he po- 
ſitively denied it. Upon being aſked, by 
me, about that letter, he ſaid, it was not in 
his pocket, but above in his lodging-room ; 
(for he had then a lodging-room) otherwiſe 
he would have ſhewn it to me; but he 
declared he would zow ſuffer ſuch inſolent 
treatment no longer; that he would write 
to a friend at Briſtol, to make an enquiry 
whether there was any, or who this SanDALL 
was; and to take care, if he found ſuch a 
man, to have him properly and roundly dealt 
with. A letter, accordingly, of this kind 
he wrote, which Mrs. WiszMan inſpected 
and ſent to the Poſt-Office ; but both per- 
ſon and place in Bristol, mentioned in the 
direction, were reaſonably thought by her, 
and certainly were, fictitious. For the truth 
of the above, and much more to the fame 
purpoſe, ſo far as concerns Mrs. WISEMAN, 
I refer the public to her, The reſt ſtands 
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on my own teſtimony. And I now put the 
queſtion again, whether he has ever averred 
to any one, that Artbur Sandall was among 
the names which he had mentioned to me 
in confidence? If he did, his credit muſt 
irrecoverably fink; or the perſon that will 
{till be a dupe, myſt either be a very 
wicked man, or ought to be begged for a 
fool. If Arthur Sandall was not one of the 
names mentioned, let me, in my defence, 
put this ſingle queſtion more; What appear- 
ance of probability is there, that he, who ſo 
poſitively, ſo perſeveringly refuſed to ac- 
knowledge to me the forgery of Sax DALI, 
ſhould ſo readily and confidentially own 2b 
forgeries of MERREFIELD and Wair ? 


I now come to 1elate the iſſue a that 
attention, which I had engaged to afford 
him, reſpecting the truth or falſehood of his 
pretenſions about Portſmouth fire; and of 
his other various accuſations of perſons in 
the higheft departments of ſtate. The ſteady 
confidence of his aſſertions; the readineſs 
with which he told his ſtory; his being 
under no confinement when he originally 
made his offers of diſcovery ; the certainty 
he had, tho' in goal at preſent, of ſoon 
being at liberty. again, added to the reaſon- 
able, and only requeſt he had made, of being 
brought to a trial ; together with his willing- 
neſs to ſuffer death, if he ſhould, upon that 

trial, 
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trial, be found an impoſtor: all theſe things 


together, did, for a little ſeaſon, and till 1 


had time to reflect, hold me in ſuſpence; 


and there were moments, in the beginning 
of my enquiries, in which I was ſtrongly in- 
clined to believe, that there was truth in 
fome, at leaſt, of his pretenſions; but the 
ſcale ſoon turned; daily diſcoveries of his 
falſehoods weakened his credit with me more 


and more; 'till I was ſatisfactorily and per- 


fectly convinced, that he was as errant a 
deceiver, as DupLey himſelf. 


Tur firſt impoſition on the nation, 
which I detected him in, was in the pub- 
lication of a letter to Lord Suffolk, dated 


Reading Goal, September 14, 1771, and which 


was circulated by the news-papers through 
the kingdom. The letter I allude to begins 
thus. My Lord, As the late fire at Por!/- 
* mouth dock- yard engroſſes part of the pub- 


„ hic attention, I hope your Lordſhip wilt. 


.« abſolve me from the promiſe of ſecrecy, 
&« &c.” This letter he holds forth to the 
<« public as @ copy of the original. It is no 
ſuch thing. BziTain ſent the original to 
Mrs. WisEMan, keeper of the goal, for her 
peruſal; before it was tranſmitted to his 
Lordſhip. With the original he ſent 2 copy, 
in his own hand-writing, alſo. They were 
by Mrs. WisEMAn compared together, and 
found perfectly to agree. The original was 


forwarded 
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forwarded by the poſt, as directed; the copy 


Mrs. Wiszman kept. To her afloniſhmeant, 


in a few days appeared in all the papers the 
letter I have referred to, declaring itſelf to 
be 4 copy, &c. But which, upon compart- 
ſon, proved to be very materially different 
from the only true copy, which ſhe had. 
Many. additions are there in the pretended 
one, which have no exiſtence in the original 
and one falſehood, in particular, reſpecting 
herſelf, which provoked her not a little. 
She complained to Britain firſt, and then 
to me, of the uſage. I adviſed her to con- 
tradict publickly and immediately that falſe- 
hood; and for that purpoſe penned and 
carried, for her, a few lines to the printer, 
who, in the next Reading Mang, inſerted 
them as follow: 


Reapinc, September 21. 


« Wz are deſired, by a note received this 


evening from the keeper of his Majeſty's 


goal in this place, to inform the public, that 
what JoNATHAN BRITAIN has aſſerted in a 


letter, which has appeared in the various 


news-papers of this week, of his being debarred, 
by a Noble Lord in Adminiſtration, of the uſe 
of pen, ink, and paper, is entirely falſe. How 


that letter, with ſo groſs an untruth in it, 


was conveyed to the preſs, is at preſent, to 
the keeper, an undiſcovered ſecret; but as 
— W 


128 


to the aſſertion itſelf, not only had Bs ITAIN, 
a few days before, put a queſtion. to the 
keeper, © whether ſome order, of that kind, 
had not been ſent, dowh by the miniſtry?” 
and had been anſwered | -with the utmoſt 
truth, that there had neither been order, 
< nor diſtant intimation of any ſuch thing re- 
* ceived; but he has beſides, in Fact, deen 
all along indulged in a large, ſucceſſi- ve uſe 
of pen, ink and paper; having written to ſe⸗ 
veral Noblemen and Gentlemen ſince the time 


of his commitment; and poſſeſſing, to the 


preſent moment, the ſame liberty he has ever 
exzaped.# from the beginning.” 


Tun next 8 tending to blaſt his credit, 
was the e publication: 


Aids: in a paper, called the Whiſperer, 
No. 86, publiſhed laſt Saturday, the 5th 
of October, 1771, and ſince re-publiſhed in 
other daily Papers, was inſerted the following 
paragraph, viz. < Among other things, they 
" produced a letter from Grimaldi to Choiſeul, 
containing an order upon the bank of 
* Genoa,” for Lord Bute to receive 5oool. 
This letter was tranſmitted by. Choijeul to 


Lord Bute, at Montpellier, and he actually 


received the money, and directly wrote 
* to Lord Halifax, in England, acquainting 
him, that he might receive ſo much on 
2 his ent, from Preſcott, Grote,, and Co. 

H Bankers 


6 


Bankers, in London, <which will appear by their 
Jools, if Lord Bute has not, in imitation 
of the preſent infamous Houſe of Com- 
„ mons, ſince he has been in W got 


e the entry eraſed. 


IN order to undeceive the public, and 


+ & in Juftice to our own characters, we do 
4 hereby ſolemnly and ſeverally declare on 
* oath, that neither Lord Bute, nor Lord 
ce Halifax ever kept any caſh at our bank; 
te that we never received any order from 
s the former, nor ever paid the latter any 


e money on his account; nor have we ever 


had any tranſaction in money matters with 
s either of the ſaid Noble Lords, directly or 


e zndirefly: conſequently fo much of the 


_ « ſaid paragraph as relates to us, is an infa- 
3 mous le. 


4G. PRESCOTT, 
„ W. CULVERDEN, 
«© ANDREW GRO TE, 
« J. HOLLINGWORT H.“ 


ce All ſworn before me, this 8th Day 
of Offober 1771, at the Manſion- 
„ Houſe in London, 


BRASS CROSBY, Mavor.” 


His next impoſition « on the public, which 
2 I came 


| (' 59 ) 
I came to the knowledge of, was this. He 
had received ſeveral letters, directed to him 
at the goal, written in what he calls a key, or 
a cypher, He profeſſed to the keeper of 
the gaol, from the beginning; and after- 
wards in No. 89, of the Vbiſperer, wherein 
he publiſhed ſome of thoſe letters, that he 
knew nothing of the writers of them, nor could 
gueſs at the meaning of ſome of their contents. 
It happened, when the ſecond letter, in cy- 
pher, was received, that the perſon, at whoſe 
houſe Fonathan Britain's wife then lodged, 
was come to Mrs. Wiſeman's upon bulineſs. 
She began to tell him of the letters, and 
of their having had nothing but the Reading 
| poſt mark upon them, Upon which, he 
ſaid, he verily believed his little girl had 
been the conveyer of them: for ſhe had 
lately told him and his wife, that ſhe: had 
carried a letter to the Poſt-Office, directed 
to Mr. Britain, Reading gaol; but he would 
go and fetch her. When the/girl came, Mrs. 
Wiſeman ſhewed her the ſuperſcription of 
the ſecond letter (for ſhe had not, at that 
time, the firſt in her poſſeſſion) and the girl 
immediately faid, that it was the ſame which 
ſhe had carried for Mrs. Britain to the Poſt- 
Office, who had given her a halfpenny for 
ſo doing, and that. ſhe had put it in, as ſhe 
was going to ſchool. - She added, that ſhe 
had carried another letter in the ſame man- 
ner before, and that Mrs. Britain, ſhe be- 
. lieved 
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liehla, did not know that ſhe- could read 
RE The i 1s about TS: on of 
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Maxv ber leffer kings of falſehood 
and deceit, that daily aroſe, I. could rea- 
dily enumerate ; 'but-I haſten to'That 'which 
gave riſe to All that I have done, and All 
chat Thave ſuffered 1 fo much _— for, i in 


22 


Adee the middls of Oeober laſt, WiI- 
LIAM MarTTaew Burr, Eſq; of Maiden 
Earley, in the neighbourhood of Reading, 
having a deſire to converſe with BRITAIN, 


aſked me to accompany him to the gaol. 
We went, and Britain was introduced to 
us in Mrs. Wiszman's dining-room. Mr. 
; Buxr heard all his ſtory, and queſtioned him 
= large. Among other things that were 
ſpoken, BriTain complained of the diſad- 
vantage he was under in his publications, for 


want of his papers. His tapital ones indeed, 


he laid, were in N where he 1 


hem 


'* F myſelf have -ſince. niet 3 third of theſe Jetters to 


nayve been ſent by him to a Corporal in the guards, who had 
formerly ſerved with him in the x0th regiment of dragoons, 


I examined that Corporal in the preſence of his officers, 


i} iS Roth Corporal afterwards, who ſaw the letter alſo, 
185 was :Tent to the Tower, where the battalion was then 


en duty, incloſed in another, with a deſire, that it might 
de ſealed, directed to him in the gaol, and put into the 
Poſt- Office; and not to be ſurprized, that it ſhould be 
directed again to the place from whence it had come. 


Ca} 
them to remain till the day of his expected 
trial; but he had others, and of conſequence 
too, which he ſhould like to have in his 
poſſeſſion; but all his endeavours to get 
them had hitherto. been unſucceſsful. He 
had left, he ſaid, behind him in Briſtol, a 
reat box, a little box, and a portmanteau; 
which his wife had aſſured him ſhe had ſeen 
ſafely lodged in the carrier (Mr. Jamzs's) 
warehouſe, in that city, and directed to him 
in London, to be left at the faid James's 
warehouſe, at the Three-Cups, Bread-ſtreet, 
till called for. In that portmanteau were 
many material papers; but he had written 
three letters to the Book-keeper in Bread- 
ſtreet, enquiring after thoſe things; and 
could not get. an anſwer to either. For his 
| part, he could not tell what to make of this 
ſilence; nor where the papers were diſpoſed 
of. Sometimes he was inclined to think my 
Lord Mayor (Brass Crossy, Eſq;) had 
gotten them; and ſometimes, as he had 
mentioned them to the Under Secretaries of 
State, when they examined him, he thought 
the Miniſtry had laid their hands on them. I 
ſaid to him, © You have talked much of 
« having letters amongſt you from JERE- 
© MIAH- SNEYD, one of the Clerks in the 
* Secretary's office: Have you any of his 
5 n - that portmanteau ?” © Yes, 
many.“ In his own hand writing?“ 
. Shall we have liberty to ſee 
2 them?“ 


4 


2 them 25 04 « Yes, moſt readily, if you wif 
t get me that portmanteau.” That, ſaid 
“I, will be ſomething indeed. A fatisfac- 
« tory ſight, and evidence of the genuine- 
<< neſs of thoſe letters, will go far to prove 

* your ſtory ; and to gain you credit as to the 
<« remaining papers.” Mr. Buzr, therefore, | 
and I, promiſed him, which ever of us 
ſhould go to London firſt, to uſe our ſeparate, 
faithful endeayours to ſearch out, and reco- 
ver to him that portmanteau. Mr, Burr 
then, at my recommendation, ſet down, in 
his pocket-book, the name of the ſign and 
ſtreet before-mentioned, for his direction; 3 
and then we left him. 


My mind ran much on theſe papers; not 
as, in the leaſt, expecting to find them; but 
as what would lead me, in my enquiries, to a 
thorough detection of him. In about a fort- 
night, from the interview, Thad laid my plan of 
being in London; but an incident aroſe, that diſ- 
concerted that ſcheme. My wife had been la- 
bouring under a diſorder for many weeks paſt; 


Vhich continuing obſtinate and encreaſing, it 


was thought abſolutely requiſite to haſten 
her, without delay, to Bath; the waters of 
which place had been ſuch reſtoratives to her, 
under the ſame complaint, about four years 


0 before. 


Ox the 28th of October, therefore, we ſet 


4 

off for that city; and reached it the next day. 
On the goth we entered into lodgings; where 
_ we remained till the 16th of December. 
Being at Bath, it occurred to me, that I had 
now an opportunity, with leſs trouble than 
by a London journey, to enquire moſt effec- 
tually into the exiſtence, or non-exiſtence, of 
this important portmanteau : For if it ſhould 
never have been put into the warehouſe at 
| Briſtol, it certainly could never have been in 
the warehouſe in London. I rejoiced alſo at 
the thought, that I ſhould now be able to 
decide the queſtion, whether there was any 
ARTHUR SANDALL, a Barber, or not. And 
I do here ſolemnly declare, that for the pur- 
poſe of making thoſe zo enquiries, and hoſe 
lo only, did L on the 31ſt, take a ride over 
to Briſtol, and that my coming to Briſtol at 
all was the mere effect of finding myſelf, ſo 
unexpectedly, in the neighbourhood of it. I 
put up at the White-Lion in Broad: ſtreet; and 
one of the firſt queſtions almoſt I aſked 
Mr. LawRENCE was, Whether there was any 
man of this city, within his knowledge, of 
the name of Sanvart? He told me there 
was; and that he was a Barber, and living in 
the Old-Market, We then entered into con- 
© verſation about BzxrTain, of whom he told 
me ſeveral particulars; but, what determi- 

nately they were, I have, utterly forgotten. 
Alfter a little time, I waited upon Mr. Jonx 


© Peacn, to acquaint him with the purpoſe of 
N my 
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my ride to Briſol And here, I ehe "i 
believe, I obtained my firſt intelligence of 
the forgery on Mr. Warr; but whether 
here, or previouſly from Mr. Lawrence, | 
let it be obſerved, that Britaty's *forgeries 
in Briſtol. were, at this time, no ſecret in the 
leaſt. The city generally knew of them; . 
and for Mr. SANDALL a public collection had 'M- 
been made, towards repairing his loſs : So 
that BRITALx, if he had, really communicated 
to me the forgeries he has falſely aſſerted that 
he did, would have imparted to me no Secret 
at all. 
Ma, Samuzl Pxaen hap pening to be at 
bis brother s, at the time I called, they both 
obligingly offered to attend me to Mr. 'Sax- 
pl, with whom I was deſirous firſt to con- R 
verſe ; but, as we were to paſs by the door of 
Mr. Warr, it was propoſed, by Mr. Joan 
Pzacn, that we ſhould firſt call upon him, and 
hear his ſtory, by the way. On our, coming 
in, Mr. Peacn deſired Mr: Warr to give us 
a circumſtantial acount of the affair between 
him and JonaTHan BRITAIN ; ; which he im- 
"apes complied with; and related to us, 
at large, all the unpardonable baſeneſs and 
_ deceit, which he has ſince laid open to the 
public, in his evidence at the trial. Mr. 
Wait then mentioned the name of Mr. 
Don; and directed me to him, as a proper 
perſon to furniſh me with many more parti- 
culars 


„ 

culars of JoxaTHan BriTain's life. From 
Mr. Warr we went to Mr. SaxpALL's, who 
at that moment was not at home; but in a 
little time returning, I very ſoon aſked him, 
if he knew JonaTaan BrITain? He replied, 
Yes... That, ſaid I, is more than JonaTHan 
BRTTAIx will acknowledge towards you ; and 
then told him all that BriTain had been de- 
nying. Whether Britain knew him or not, 
would preſently, he ſaid, appear, by ſome- 

thing he had in his pocket; and then produ- 
ced a letter from him, dated from the gaol 
of Reading; which he gave me to read. Ap- 
prized of the ſecrecy with which that letter 
had been conveyed out of the gaol, I looked 
for the poſt-mark ; and found it, not to be the 
Reading, but the Farringdon mark ; to which 
town, it then evidently appeared, he had pre- 
vailed upon ſome hand privately to carry it. 
The letter was as follows. 


6 Dear Sir, 


« YOUR letters I have received; and with 
& what confuſion of face can I anſwer one' of 
© my beſt friends, whom I have uſed ſo ill? 
« My ſtings of conſcience are worſe than 
Hell can be. I have no reſt, night nor day. 
c have done all that lies in my power to 
e remit. the money to you; but I have had 
e no anſwer yet from the North. Mrs. Wal- 


* ton is not mel mother; ſhe has a fon named 
» Mil. 


666 ) 


„Vi lian Unthank : My mother's name 
is really Jane Britain; lives at Thorn- 
c ton-le-moor, near Northallerton, Y orkſpire. 
My dear wife is now) mo more; but I 
< muſt do Juſtice to her memory, to ſay, 
ce that ſhe never knew the leaſt of my tranſ- 
actions. You ſhall hear from me again 
every ſoon; and I will make all the amends 
< poſſible : But I do not deſire to live; for I 
<* am really the miſerableſt man upon earth. 
** Your ſentence, concerning being chained 
< in everlaſting darkneſs, ſtrikes me ſo, that 
< I have not reſted the leaſt fince. I have 

e not heard the leaſt of our box. If it is in 
your poſſeſſion, pleaſe to ſend me Nancy's 
«< gown; for the poor creature is almoſt 
< ſtarving: And pleaſe to ſend me the two | * 
ebooks I bought of Mr. Mather;* as they 
« are the things I fret moſt after. Oh! Mr. 

* Sandall, what would I give for the con- 

« ſcience I once enjoyed: No man knows 
< what I feel, but myſelf. Pleaſe to let me 


ia * hear from you, and you will much oblige 
8 « Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
85 The wretched 
5 JONATHAN BRITAIN. & 3s 
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af p. S. Tux Miniſtry have laid a detainer 

<« againſt me for high treaſon; and I am to 
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« be moved to London the 24th of November 
« next, If Mr. Merrefield, or Mr. Wait, 
come through this town while I am here, 
< I ſhall be glad to ſee them, to aſk their 
« forgiveneſs. I have no news for the family 


of the Abrahams; as it was extravagance 
„that brought me to this. 


| Reading Gaol, October 7, 1771.” | 


Touch I was pecuharly ſtruck with the 
evidences of his deceit and falſehood, running 
through the whole of this letter; yet, what, 
more eminently than the reſt, attracted my 
notice, were the following expreſſions. « I 
have not heard the leaſt of our box: If it 
„is in your poſſeſſion, pleaſe to ſend me 
« Nancy's gown, &c.” What box, ſaid I, is 
« this, which he thus ſpeaks of in the ſingu- 
lar number? Do you know any thing of 
this box? To me he has given aſſurances 
of his having left behind him at Briſtol, (and 
which had been entered at the Carrier's) #0 
boxes and a portmanteau; and that in the port- 
manteau were many of the papers belonging 
to the parties concerned in the Portſmouth 
fire. The words of Arthur Sandall, immedi- 
ately thereupon, were theſe: All the boxes 
* he has is in my poſſeſſion; and you are 
« welcome to ſee it: For I have ſpread all 


" < the things about the room, to give it 
EY « air, 
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% air.” Has he then, faid I, but one box? 


A. Certainly. not. I then ſpecially queſ- 
tioned: him about Britain's ever having any 
portmanteau? He aſſured ' me, that there 
never had been any ſuch thing: That Britain 
and his wife had lived at his houſe for near 
three weeks; and that the box he had then 


in his poſſeſſion, with what was included 


in it, were all the things of the kind they 
ever had. He then made me acquainted 
with the following circumſtances : That 
Britain had left his houſe on Monday, July 
22, in the evening; that Mrs. Britain had 
followed on the Tocklay; leaving their box 
behind under his cuſtody and charge; and 
under a promiſe of ſeeing it ſafely delivered 
into James, the Carrier's, Warehouſe, to be 
forwarded, as directed, to the Three-cups, 
Bread- ſtreet, London: That, accordingly, on 


Wedneſday the 24th, he had corded it, and 


brought 1 it down into his ſhop, to be in readi- 
neſs, whenever Mr. James's ſon ſhould ſend 
for it; who had been ſpoken to for that pur- 
poſe, That while the box was lying there, 
FohnAbraham,l brother to Britains wife, came to 
him; and told him, that, i in purſuance of ſome 
inſtructions which Jonathan had left with him, 
he had been at the Broad. ſtreet bank, to en- 
quire after a 5ol. bill, which Britain had put 


into their hands, to be ſent up to London for 


payment; 
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Payment; that he found the bill was re- 
turned to them, as not being the hand writing 
of the ſuppoſed drawer of it; and, that they 
looked upon it as forged. Abrabam added, 
that he had carried with him another bill of 
20l. which Britain had left to be forwarded, 
alſo, to London, in caſe the firſt ſnould have 
been paid; but that the bank had looked 
upon it, and, ſeeing it drawn in the ſame 
names, and in the ſame hand writing, as the 
former, adviſed him to take it back with 
him; as it would certainly receive, and be 
returned with, the ſame anſwer : Theſe were 
alarming circumſtances to A. Sandall; who 
naturally thereupon ſuſpected, that all Bri- 
tain's bills would prove equally ſpurious; and 
thoſe in particular, which he had indorſed. 
Upon which, he immediately reſolved, that 
the box ſhould not go out of his houſe ; and 
removed it from the ſhop into one of the 
chambers above ſtairs. As ſoon as, upon 
enquiry, he found his ſuſpicions confirmed; 
and that he was called upon, as indorſer, to 
make good two of the forged bills, (one of 
20l. and the other of 51.) he opened the box; 
in order to diſcover, whether it would furniſh 
him with light, or contained any thing of 
worth, that might help to repair the injury 
he had received : But he found nothing of 
conſequence, in any reſpect, in it. I then 
| | . walked 
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walked, with him, up ſtairs, to ſee the box, 
and the contents of it; and, moſt certainly, 
there was not, at that time; and he aſſured 
me there had not been, at am, time, a ſingle 
paper of the ſmalleſt value, or importance, 
in it. I thought it, hereupon, needleſs to go 
to Mr. James, to enquire after That, which 
had, evidently, no exiſtence : [Yet This, to 
prevent all poſſibility of miſtake, I afterwards 
did; and neither in the warehouſe at Briſtol, 
nor in the warehouſe in London have there ever 
been any entries of ſuch articles as Britain 
recited ; nor have any ſuch letters been re- 
received, as he pretended to have written.] 
Hence, then, I concluded, (and every one 
muſt, I think, join in the concluſion) zhat not 
a paper of conſequence was he poſſeſſor of, any 
where ;, and that the whole of the correſpondences 
Be talked of was a ſcandalous fiction. And here 
it was, that I ſet him down at once, and for- 
ever, in my mind, as à decided impoſtor, and 
an execrable villain. Deſirous, however, of 
knowing ſtill more of ſo extraordinary a man, 
I requeſted Mr. Sandall to relate, to me, the 
whole of his tranſactions with him; which he 

readily did. And, by ſuch a ſeries of diabo- 
lical deceptions, under the maſk of religion ; 
and, by ſuch - baſe and cruel returns for the 
tendereſt compaſſions, did he defraud, and 
almoſt bring him to ruin; as would kindle 
| | the 


1 
the indignation of the reader, as much as 
they did mine; but I find myſelf ſtraĩtened 
in time too much, to recount them. Though 
I was now in poſſeſſion of ſufficient evidences 
of his character; yet, ſtill did I reſolve to 
puſh on my enquiries, till I ſhould know him 
to the utmoſt; and Mr. Donn having been 
ſpecially recommended to me, as an aſſiſtant 
in that view, Mr. Jobn Peach and I waited 
upon that Gentleman; from whoſe free com- 
munication we received the following parti- 
culars: That however Britain came to bear 
the name of Jonathan now, he had never, with 
him, borne any other than that of John: That 
under that name he had enliſted, deſerted, and 
been advertiſed : That, at other times, he had 
aſſumed the name of Ward, inſtead of Britain; 
and, under that diſguiſe, had attempted, tho' 
unſucceſsfully, to defraud two Bookſellers in 
Wine-ſftreet, whom he mentioned by name; 
that he had, without his, (Mr. Denr's) privity 
and conſent, taken up ſome of his Panorga- 
nons and Analemmas, from Mr. Frederic and 
Mr. Bally, Bookſellers in Bath; to both 
of whom he had given receipts; to the for- 
mer, under the name of Villiam Johnſon; to 
the latter, under the name of Jonathan Bri- 
tain; that he had forged a 51. bill, in his 
name, upon Mr. Robert Sayer, Printſeller, in 
Fleet-ftreet, who had accepted and paid it in 
his 
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his own wrong; that he had one day ſecreted, 
what Mr. Donn called, his Plotting- boot, with 
a deſign, as he ſuppoſed, of making out little 
bills from thence; ; and then going, as his 
ſervant, to receive, and cheat him of, the 
money; that he had been writing, in a cer- 
tain paper book, the names, and imitating 
the hands, of a variety of perſons, probably 
with no good intent; that his drunkenneſs 
and riotings in the houſe had been frequent 
and bilde ; that he had made ſome 'of 
the young Gentlemen of the Academy drunk 
alſo; and laſtly, it was added, by Mrs. Donn, 
that before he married his wife, he had de- 
bauched one of her daughters, which ſhe had 
by a former huſband. This intelligence ſhe 
had from Mrs. Britain herſelf, who, from that 
moment, had appeared to her full as bad as her 
huſband ; as ſhe could previouſly know ſuch 
a fact, and yet marry him after.” Such were 
the diſcoveries 1 made of this man at Briftel. 


Axp here, as I am RE: before the 
public to anſwer for my conduct, I requeſt 
the liberty of that public, to make a little 
pauſe; and, with all poſſible tenderneſs to- 
wards Mr. Donn, to alk, how it is conceiv- 
able, he ſhould be talking to me in ſuch 
a ſtrain as the above, while he was regard- 


ing me in no other light than as a friend to 
Britain 


Cay 

Britain, who wiſhed to ferve the unhappy nn 
Could any thing tend more effectually to 
fruſtrate thoſe wiſhes; to diſincline me to be 
that friend; and to convert me into an enemy; 
than the Lying open ſuch a ſcene of dimmu- 
lation, diſhoneſty, and vice, as at that time 
was done? Or is it probable; that I, who 
never aſſumed any ſuch character 0 Mr: 
| Sandall, or Mr. Wait; (as by reference to 
them; and to the two Mr. Peaches, may be 
known) but had determined, and declared, 
him to be fuch a villain arid impottor, mould, 
after all, in Mr. Doms company alone, affect 


to be his friend? Or, finally, will it, in this 


city, be credited, that My. Jobn Pebch;' it 
1 had been guilty of any fuck infiriterity; 
would not have had penetration enough to 


ſee it; of ſeeing it; would not have” _ 


honeſty n to condemn rf 


| Having obtained the” pkrsdug tet 
gences, F returned, in the evening, to Bath; 
where I had leiſure to ruminate upon af 
that I had diſcovered; and I was penetrated 
with the thought of the danger that was ac- 
cruing to ſbeiety from ſuch a man, So 


extenſive à capacity and difpoſition to do 


miſchief; fuch deep diſſimulation and un- 
ſuſpectable art; ſuch unfeclingneſs of ſoul 


at the miſeries he was creating; ſuck 


| treachery and baſeneſs; aid finally, 1 bold 
K and 
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and daring, and (in many inſtances which we 
had diſcovered in Reading) malicious a ſpirit; 
all theſe pernicious. endowments made him 
too dangerous to be ſet at liberty again. I ſaw 
him alſo in the ſtill more horrible light, of a 
| diabolical 8 int through the 
inventive brain, crimes of the deepeſt die; 
and charging them upon obnoxious names, 
without a ſhadow of their exiſtence; poiſon- 
ing thereby the people's s minds, and inflaming 
their diſcontents; exciting them, as far as he 
| could, to ſeditious, murderous inſurrections; 
don; and This, oy; to provides a chance of 
his own. eicape from the puniſhment « due to the 
villanies of which, he had been guilty. Hav- 
ing. therefore regard enough for the public, and 
ſpirit enough for the undertaking, I reſolved, 
without delay, to ſtop him in his career. 
To this end I went to Briſtol again, on 
Monday the 4th of November, to talk with 
Mr.  Sandall and Mr. Wait, in order to a 
altre In diſpoſition, I found them 
RY embrace my propoſal; but abi- 
neg to bear any Fart of the expence, Mr. 
Sandall had none. To him, therefore, I 
gave an aſſurance of indemnification; „ but 
with Mr. Wait no engagement of this ſort 
was entered into by me; as he declared 


himſelf ready to ſuſtain a ſhare of the 


"Wo | I charge 
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charge; proportionable to the ſize of the inju- 
ry he had received. Not but that I ſaid to Mr. 
Wait; if he expected, or deſired ſuch a thing, I 
would ſtipulate to him, as I had done to 
Mr. Sandall: for not entertaining a doubt, 
but that every Merchant and Tradeſman, 
whom his various forgeries had a tendency 
to affect, would; as ſoon as ever I ſhould 
have time to conſult them, concur with my 
propoſal; I ſaw the proportion of burthen 
that would light on Mr. Wait, could not 
oppreſs the ſhoulders: of any to bear it 
HFlaving thus obtained their cordial aſſent, 
I put them upon recollecting every cir- 
cumſtance, and fixing every date of the 
tranſactions that had paſſed, tracing it all 
out in writing; that nothing might be 
miſrelated or forgotten, when the day of 
trial ſhould arrive. In doing this, and 
making further and more accurate enquiries, 
T ſpent two whole days in Briſtol, and then 
left it; with a requeſt, which was to be 
conveyed to Mr. Bengough, that he would 
not loſe a moment in his endeavours to pro- 
cure a warrant of detainer. This, this was 
the object of my folicitous deſire. I knew 
Britain was every minute releaſeable from his 
confinement at Reading; and I was every 
minute apprehenſive of his actual releafe. 
To fir him then in his place, in order to 
K 2 | his 
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nis coming to à trial, I took upon T 
alone, fur the greſent, to ſec Mr. Bengougb 
fatisfied for his trouble. As to any aſſurance 
of an ampie ſati faction, 1 know nothing of 
the Jonguage; but becauſe letters written 
at the time, and without the ſmalleſt idea 
of à publication, vill moſt conyincingly 
ſhewy what my ſentiments and language upon 
the occaſion were, I will here ſcle&t ſome 
paſſages from a letter, which, in four days 
after, I ſent to Mr. Bengough, referring thoſe 
Vvho doubt my 1 to the om in 
Bis Hands. 40 kt 


5 Reading, 2 November 5 9 un 
oh 1 Fs | 1 0 El 


* Mr. Joby Peach, I 11 en 
Co « port Prect, having recommended you to 
me, as a ſkilful, and every way proper per- 
« fon, 10 be employed, in behalf” of the public, 
5 to bring a notorious and moſt dangerous 
« villain to juſtice, I do hereby employ you, 
e and bind myſelf to ſee all your charges paid, 
in proſecuting Jonathan Britain, (now in 
the common priſon of this town) for 
ſeveral forged drafts, uttered by him in 
ur city, as true ones; and npon which 
 * he received the money ſpecified therein, 
7 wo the amount of 3 5h. accampanied, in get- 
Fn, ling 


Ag 
= — a 
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ging" is with gvery cirganftance of the baſe 
and maſt unpardonable deceit. The gratis 

« < or, bills which I 5 Foy are in n 

as follow: 


One of 30l. &c. 
« One of gl. muy | 
6 One of 100. &c. | 


" Tims 18 another draft af gol. and an 
additional one ſtill of 207. both lodged by 
60 Britain in the hands of his wife's brother 
&« Fobn Abraham. pilot at Pill; and both 
< queſtjonle(s forged ; hut, as no money has 
been received upon either, 1 only mention 
* them, to ſhew the e e villainy of the 
© wretch; and the neceſſity of nat letting ſuch a 

e man looſe upon the public s We can 

© poſſibly prevent it. Fit 10 


„BE pleaſed now, Sir, to 8 on Mr. 
gp « Wait 80 Mr. Sandall, for the ſight of the 
above drafts; and 10 take, without a moment's 
delay, every effectual ſtep to ſecure Jon athan 
« Britain's being brought to a trial in your city, 
for the above forg geries. He attempted to 
« defraud four perſons . in this town, by 
40 ſimilar foroeries ; but they did not retain 
< the evidences, t they once had in their hands; 
0 « neceſſary to convict him. He is therefore 
0 c confined at preſent, only for a miſdemeanor, 
5 and . at any time, be bailed, and get his 

8 « ſiberty ; ; 


C 
liberty; but, if you ſhall have once lodged 
'< a detainer againſt him, on account of the 
<* above forgeries, ſolemnly ſworn to, I ap- 
© prehend nothing can defeat his being 
* brought to a trial 


« T am, Sir, Ss 


* Your humble fervant, 5 


17 


|. 666 WILLIAM TALBOT, 
CO 9 ak of St. Giles's, i in . B erks ” 


"Far letter, it will be obſerved, 1s dated 


from 8 to which place (as not having 
a curate) I was obliged to repair, to ſupply 
my church, upon the roth. As ſoon as I 
got to Reading, I waited | on Mr. Bliſſet, one 
of the perſons he had intended to defraud ; 
and told him all I had diſcovered, and what I 
had done; aſking him, if he would not 
contribute to the execution of my deſign? 
Moſt heartily and inſtantly did he reply; you 
ſhall have my aſſiſtance, if need be, even to 
the half of the expence. I aſked him, if he 
would be ſo kind as to mention the affair 
to the other Gentlemen in the town? He 
| promiſed that he would; but with earneft- 
neſs repeated, that, 1 might be the | 
diſpoſition. of the reſt, he would, as to him- 

elf, .immoveably, ſtand to all that he had 


promiſed. On OF the 11th, I went 
| ta 


46 
to London, to apprize the Gentlemen there, 


whoſe names had been counterfeited, of the 


buſineſs I had in hand, and to aſk their 
concurrence in it. I called firſt at the 
houſe of Meſſrs. Nelſon and Co-; but ſaw 
none of the principals. The chief clerk, 
however, ventured to expreſs his belief, 
that they would not be backward in the 
ſupport of the cauſe ; promiſed to deliver 
my compliments to them; and that a letter 
ſhould be written to their correſpondent, 
Mr. Peirſe, in whoſe name every Briſtol 
forgery had been drawn. This houſe has, 
ſince, cordially afforded the aſſiſtance that 
was deſired. I waited next on Mr. Al. 
derman Peers, who conſented to bear a 
portion of the charge. Mr. Farrer 1 had 
not, at that time, an opportunity of ſee- 
ing; but I have applied to him ſince; 
and, with a pleaſing generoſity he has ſaid, 
I may call upon him for any ſhare of the 
expence I fee proper. Such is the true 
account of my proceedings in this affair; 
but, if any doubt ſhall remain, it may, per- 
haps, be removed by the firſt part of--a 
letter, which I wrote, at that very time, to 
Mr. Arthur Sandall, in Briſtol. 
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2 « «2 if Kr. 1887 has not informed vod, 


«1 this will, chat the WII of "Fonathan l Britain, 
ce and the 200. draft are lodged fafe in my 
«hands. I hope to hear ſpeedily, that a 


<« warrant of detainer has been procured, 
« and properly ſent to Reading gaol; that 


e may be ſure of che ſaid Gentleman: 8 


<.not- being ſet at liberty, "Ul it is ſeen 
0 what the law. will allow. him at Briſtol.” * 
<& have engaged to ſer Mr. Bengough's bill 
00 for Proſecuti ting Britain, diſcharged; and 1 
« do hereby promiſe you, to indemnify o 
<« from every part of that EXPENCE. Thi 710d 
have done, to fet the bufmeſs on foot; other 
< wiſe, I have already promiſes from many, and 
< expert ill from more of the Gentlenien be 
4e bas attempted 60 defraud, of 4 hearty concur- 
5 rence in the meaſure, and a liberal contribution 
«to the N 1 h is in Mr. 


Sandals „ 


„Taus have: 1 hid beet ain public the 
particulars of che ſeveral aſſiſtances I was 


6 promiſed, in ſupport of the intended proſe-. 


cution ; and it will thereby clearly be dit 
cerned, whether it was ever a deſign, that by 


me, and by me? alone the whole expence of 


— be defrayed: and whether I have, in 
the 


* 


N ( & ) 
the undertaking of ir, been any ſuch ſecret, 
_ diſpuiſed, minifterial gor, as ſeems to have 
been inſinuated and ſuppoſed. Let the moſt 
penetrating eye of the keeneſt adverſary 1 
have had, diſcover, if it can, the ſmalleſt 
derivation, either at preſent, or in proſpect, 
of any pecuniary aid from the TREASURY, 

or other minifterial Spring. | | 


Hs finiſhed my Abenden to the 
ſeveral Gentlemen I have mentioned; and 
having acquired, while in town, many ad- 
ditional evidences of Britain's impoſitions, 
I returned, on Saturday the 16th to Reading. 
On coming into my houſe, I found a letter 
from Mr. Bengougb, incloſing the detainer 
which I ſo earneſtly wiſhed for; and aſſuring 
me, © that as it would be much to his ſatiſ- 
faction to bring ſo abandoned a villain, 
« as Fonathan Britain appeared to be, to 
« ;uſtice, he had delayed not a moment, 
« in purſuing every requiſite ſtep to procure 
«it; in which he had been almoſt wholly 
% employed ever fince he had received my 
«© letter.” With this detainer Janatban Bri- 
tain was properly charged, in the cuſtody 
of the keeper of the gaol, on that very 
evening. And here I ſhall readily acknow- 
ledge, that the ſame folicirude which 1 felt 
and expreſſed for his detainer, I continued 
to feel, and, on the ſame principle, for his 
convittion and condemnation, but whether in 
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this ſolicitude there; was was any thing of an 
anxiety. ſo unchriſtian. and ſo myſterious, as it 
has appeared to ſome, I willingly and 
wholly leave the public to owes 51 


F ROM this moment, it is confefied, 1 
diſcontinued my viſits to him, never more 
converſing with, or ſeeing Jonathan Britain, 
*ill I ſaw him at his trial; and as 1 thus 
never went. to him, ſo he never once, in the 
ſpace of five months, ſent for, or enquired after 
me. The reaſon of ſuch a conduct on both 
ſides it may not be improper to aſſign. On 
Bis, it appears to have been this. Conſcious 
of the lies which he was determined to up- 
hold, he could not have a wiſh for my 
preſence, from whoſe watchfulneſs and faith- 
fulnefs he could expect nothing but de- 
tection. On mine, it was the following. 
Having taken a reſolved, deciſive part 
againſt him, I could not any more, with 
propriety, appear in his company, or, with- 
out inſincerity, have any intercourſe with 
him. But deception, in any part of my con- 


duct towards him, I was determined there 


ſhould not be ; how plentifully ſoever, upon 
this occaſion, I have been upbraided with 
it: and what a tenderneſs, i in fact, from the 
beginning, I have, upon this head, ſhewn, 
will, I flatter myſelf, appear from a cir- 


cumſtance which I am going to relate. 


2 * Mr. 


* 


E 
Mr. Sandal! had taken copies of hat tas 


firſt letters to Fonathan Britain, in Reading 


gaol; but when J was here, in the beginning 


of November, by ſome accident, he had loſt 
them. On his expreſſing a concern for that 


loſs, I told him, I did not know, but it 
might be in my power to retrieve it; as I, 
was certain, Mrs. Wiſeman had taken a copy 


of one, if ſhe had not of both. At my 
return to Reading, 1 made enquiry into this 
matter; and wrote to him from London, on 
the 12th of November, in the following 
words. Of one, and one only, of your 


<* two firſt letters can I ſend you a copy. 
«© No copy was taken of the ſecond, and 7 
cannot, now, aſt Britain to lend it to me, 
<« without acting towards him with blameable 
« deceit.” This is part of the letter, from 
which an extract has been given juſt before. 


That Britain ſhould be ſurprized, even 10 
aſtoniſhment, when he was firſt told, in his con- 
finement at Briſtol, that I bad any concern in 
_ the proſecutions againſt him, I can readily 
believe, and eaſily account for. Though 
all intercourſe had totally ceaſed between 


us, for five months together, yet never 


having once been apprized, that I was ac- 
tively engaged againſt him, the intelli- 
gence of it here muſt have come, like a 
thunder-clap, upon him... To the 28th of 

oy Orober 
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Ocober (the time of my going to Bath)-1 had 
freely and familiarly converſed with him; 

and, tho I had been daily diſcovering his 
falſehoods, and frequently told him of them, 
the hour was not then come; the diſcoveries 
were not then compleat, for my abandoning. 
him as a wretch, and declining all commerce 
with him. To that hour then he knew 
not of any intentions in me, (nor had I any 
ſuch for him to know) of treating him ac- 
cording to his deſerts.“ It was the ſcene 
that opened upon me here at Briſtol. ſo un- 
expectedly, ſo extenſively, and ſo affectingly, 
that made my determinations againſt him 
as ſpeedy, as the diſcoveries of his villainies 
had been. Never then, from that time, 


going near him myſelf, never being enquired 


after by him, and no one informing him 


of me; Hence all his ignorance of my pro- 
ceedings, and all his conſequent ſurprize. 


How he came not, in ſo long a courſe of 
time, ever once to have heard of the part I 
had taken againſt him, is to me unaccount- 
able; conſidering the numbers that viſited 


him daily, and the very general knowledge 
there was of the fa; but fo, it ſeems, it 


Was 


* So late as the 28th I wrote a letter to his mother, of 
awhoſe filence to, and negle# of him, he had greatly com. 
plained; the anſwer to which did not arrive till I bad 
been at Briſſol, and diſcovered all his falſchoods, and the 
diſcovery of which made me afterwards earneſtiy wiſh that 


I had never written to her at all, 


( 85 )* 


was. Once | had reſolved to diſcloſe to 


him all that had come to my knowledge, 
and alb that I intended to do. Mr. Willis, 
of Friar-ſtreet,, in Reading, (formerly, as L 
have been. told, in partnerſhip, and till 
intimately. connected in friendſhip. and po- 
litical ſentiments with Mr. Hurford, common- 


council-man of the city of Loudon) will 


teſtify the truth of this fact. With that 


Gentleman I had come down in the Read- 


ing machine, Saturday the ſixteenth of No- 
vember. To hun I imparted all my diſ- 
coveries; and him I had convinced of the 
total impoſture and wickedneſs of Britain. 
To him I communicated my intention, in 


caſe the detainer ſhould have arrived, of de- 
ſiring the principal Gentlemen of the town 


and country to attend me, in the enſuing 
week, to the gaol, where I would charge 
Britain to his face; lay open to their view 
his various impoſitions and execrable crimes ; 
and, in that manner, expoſe him to. the con- 
tempt and deteſtation of them all. Of this 
aſſembly, I expreſsly promiſed Mr, Willis, he 


| ſhould be one. The day ſettled in my mind 


was Tueſday; but a letter, received late in 
the evening on Sunday, from one of my ſer- 


vants at Batb, acquainting me with a great 


change, for the worſe, in my wife; and ex- 


| preſſing a hope, that enen would a | 
my 
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40 
my coming down on the following day, obli- 
ged me to relinquiſh my purpoſe. I gave, 
therefore, notice to Mr. Wilks of the ſudden- 
neſs of my call; and, ſetting out from Read- 
ing at half an hour after one on Monday, 5 
November 18, got down that evening, 
by poſt-chaiſes and four, ſoon after ten 
o'clock, to Bath. Here I continued, without 
intermiſſion, for a month; and, in that time, I 
ſaw reaſon abundant for never reſuming my 
deſign. When I firſt mentioned this deſign 
in London, (as T had done before I left it) to 
a wiſe and reſpectable perſon, he ſtrongly ad- 
viſed me againſt it: The impudence, he ſaid, 
of Britain would moſt aſſuredly ſtand it out 
againſt me; that he would not ſuffer himſelf 
to be confounded ; that he would recriminate 
in his turn, and invent odious charges againſt 
me; and that he ſhould certainly ſee me ſoon 
the hero of the Whiſperer, and the talk of the 
town. I ſmiled at his advice then ; but 
now, on reflection, I ſaw wiſdom in it, and 
obeyed. I diſcerned alſo, that Britain's cre- 
dit was hourly ſinking in the kingdom. 
His publications in the Whiſperer (eſpecially 
No. 92, Saturday, November 16) were filled 
with ſuch fooliſh accuſations, and palpable 
falſehoods, as ſtampt him an impoſtor 
on the mind of every intelligent man in the 
nation. I conſidered alſo, that' the Parliament 


was ſoon to be aſſembled ; and that he would 
either 


— — 


- — = N mn = K - . - a 4 
W 1 1 * IT: 4 822 r he 8 . 3 > MY * n Bo 5 * — nee 3 8 % T"* BY — A. =” 7 
. „ 3 þ 6 <A — 2 5 4 1 * a—_ FT 18 N — PG, - — — — — * oz d * N . „„ 4 Ea =. 

3 = — — mar —— — - —— — "Va _ TW. 4 —_— . h EEC GE FP, Fa 3 2 
= "= — = — — — — — — — * —— : — — — I == = - - — == ET 


. 
. 


— — 


— 
E 


— 


CT 
either be univerſally abandoned, or ſomebody 
in that Aſſembly would infallibly take up his 
cauſe; and, hence I reſolved to be ſilent, 
and let the matter take its courſe. The Par- 
liament met; Britain was in expectation; 
expectation ſickening, he wrote to the Speak- 
er; neglected by him, he began to encreaſe 
his clamour, and multiply, and heighten, his 
charges. Still, not an adverſary to the Mi- 
niſtry, or a friend to Britain, could be found, 
to open his lips, or utter a ſyllable in his be- 
half. Every rank of men, in town and 
country (ſo far as I was able to diſcover) 
agreed in the juſtneſs of the contempt he was 
treated with, and in pronouncing him an in- 
famous impoſtor. Never, therefore, had T 
more reaſon to expect any thing, than I 
had, that Britain would have been quietly 
permitted 0 ſuffer in the proper courſe of 
Juſtice, and by the general conſent of the peo- 
ple. But, to my aſtoniſhment, in Briſtol (tho?, 


to do that eminent city juſtice, very partially, 


in Briſtol) did I find it to be otherwiſe. Hri- 


tain was abetted, his ſtory believed, a ſtorm 


was raiſed, and every one knows againſt 
whom 1t was directed. Regardleſs, however, 
of the abuſe, and penetrating thro' the cloud 
of calumny I was involved in, I was deter- 
mined to fix my eye upon the great and na- 
tional object, which, it was profeſſed, the eſ- 
pouſers of Britain's cauſe had ſolely in view. 

| This 
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This was held forth to be, Ihe production of Bri- 
tai s papers, in order #0 the diſcovery of the au- 
thors of Portſmouth-fire. Deſirous, as any man in 
the kingdom, to bring to light the perpetra- 
tors of That, or of any other national crime, 
I was reſolved, the moment I got to Briſtol. 
to make a propoſal, that could not be objec- 
ted to. On Saturday evening, therefore, 
April 25, I ſent a note to one of thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who were intereſting themſelves for 
him, requeſting, that I might ſee him, and 
informing him only, in general, that J had 
ſomething of conſequence to offer. I ſaw 
him not that night; but early on Sunday 


-morning I did: And I then made this pro- 


poſal to them; That, if Britain, in order 
< to a proper examination, would depoſit his 
<« papers in the hands of any two Gentlemen, 
c of acknowledged probity, intelligence, and 
cc moderation, in this city; (claiming to my- 
e ſelf a right to be added to the number ;) 
and they ſhould, upon ſuch examination, 
e approve themſelves, by every requiſite 
mark of authenticity, to be of any ſuch 


© national conſequence, as he had alledged ; 


„ would, in that caſe, as proſecutor, make 


v application to the Court, for leave to put 


ce off the trial till a future aſſize. And far- 


„ ther, if Britain ſhould (as I ſuſpected he 


te would) make uſe of this ſpecious plea, that 
e the notice was too ſhort, and the pa- 
| n 


6059 9 


« pers at too great a diſtance, to be produce- 
able within the time; tho' I would not, on ; 
* ſuch pretence, ſuffer the proſecution to be 

« ſuſpended, but would go on to a trial: 

« Yet, if Britain would, inſtantly and fairly, 
< name both perſon and place, where the 
« papers were to be found; and truſty meſ- 
* {engers ſhould be diſpatched in the imme- 
<« diate purſuit of them, I would, if he was 
„convicted, earneſtly intercede for a reſpite 
& of the ſentence, till the papers could arrive; 
and if, on ſuch arrival, they ſhould truly 
% anſwer his deſcription, I would joyfully 
% concur in any mode of proper and effec- 
< tual addreſs to the throne, for his Majeſty's 
“ pardon to him.” The propoſat was ac- 
knowledged to be a fair one, and readily aſ- 
ſented to; the papers, I was aſſured, were not 
very far off ; and a lively expectation of their 
production ſeemed to ſparkle in the eye. 
Speedy and effectual means were promiſed to 
be taken for obtaining this happy event; and 
impatience hardly waited for the hour of 

their arrival; but lo! at the expected hour, 
no papers appeared. New applications were 
then made to Britain; and new pretences of 


delay and diſappointment were ſet up by him; 


till amuſement after amuſement, and falſe- 
hood upon falſehood, at length, opened their 
eyes; brought ſhame upon them for their 
credulity; and obliged them, tho? reluctantly 
and tardily, to confeſs, * not a paper was 
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„„ 
there exiſting; nor a criminal charge he had ſet up, 
that he could make good.“ Here then vaniſhed, 
at once, all ſhadow of a pretence for ſnewing. 
or wiſhing, any favour to Britain. The law 
took its courſe ;. and he was arraigned, con- 
victed, and condemned. 


IT remains now, that I take ſome notice 
of the outcry which has been raiſed, and in- 
duſtrioufly fomented, againſt me, for the 
part I have taken, and ſupported, in this 
proſecution. I do not expect to filence theſe 
clamours; ſenſible, that thoſe, who are al- 
ways talking of, but feel no public ſpirit 
within themſelves, will ſcarcely credit its ex- 
iſtence in others; and will always aſcribe 
every real exertion of it to ſelfiſh, or ſiniſ- 
ter motives. That a Clergyman, a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel of Peace, ſhould ſo far 
depart from the direct line of his profeſſion, 
as to purſue, with ſteadineſs and effect, a pub- 
lic criminal, is, to them, myſterious and 
unaccountable; more eſpecially, as he him- 
ſelf had, in no particular, been injured by 


him; and the criminal, without his interpo- 
ſition, muſt inevitably have eſcaped. 


I coul o 


® Jonathan Britain, on the evening before his execution, 
left behind him in writing, to be publiſhed after his death, 
a direct and full confeſſion, that he knew not any thing, in 


the leaſt, about Portſmouth fire; and that all his publica- 
tions had been nothing elſe but one ROY ſeries of i im- 


poſition and falſehood. 


6 | 
I covty not have wiſhed for any better 
defence, than the accuſation itſelf; as it con- 
tains, preciſely, the cauſes of my proceeding 
againſt him. Having received from him no 
private detriment, I have nor been inftigated 
by private reſentment. Had he only injured 
Me in my property, I ſhould readily have 
forgiven him, and endeavoured to reclaim 
him; but this man was a general, and, to all 
appearance, irreclaimable nuiſance. Beſides 
| his numerous, and daily encreaſing, forgeries, 
attended, as I have ſaid, with every circum- 
| ſtance of hypocriſy, treachery, and even cru- 
elty, he was habitually employed in fabri- 
cating impoſtures, and diſſeminating the moſt 
horrible calumnies, ſufficient (were they be- 
lieved) to deftroy the national tranquility, 
and looſen all the bands of civil ſociety. 


Trar ſuch a miſcreant ſhould be let looſe 
on the public, (as he muſt have been, but 
for this proſecution) will hardly be aſſerted 
by the moſt rigid of my cenſurers: For, who 
is there, amongſt them, that will ſay, Such a 
man ought to live? Mercy to him would 
have been inhumanity to thouſands : And, 
any ſet of gentlemen, or tradeſmen, uniting 
together under theſe views, to put in motion 
a proſecution againſt him, would, unqueſtion- 
ably, have been entitled to the thanks of 
their country, much more, than if it had 
been blended with any private intereſt of | 
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their own. But no ſuch union having been 


entered into, or projected; and thoſe who had 
been immediate ſufferers by him, being, one 
of them unable, and the other too much in- 


cumbered by buſineſs, to go thro? with it; in 


this ſtate of things I ſtood forth; and look - 
ing upon his removal, as a national advan- 
tage, entered, with vigour, upon the under- 
taking; never once dreaming, that my being 
a Clergyman could make That to be wrong 
which, in any other, would be rigbt; or, that 
the nature of my profeſſion ſnould debar me 
from diſcharging one of the chief offices of hu- 


manity; that of ſerving the community, by 
delivering it from one of its n Nel. 


Ir, after all that has been offered, I muſt 
{till ſtand arraigned as a criminal by theſe 


Gentlemen, of how many more crimes, of the 


ſame, or nearly a ſimilar kind, might they not 
accuſe me with equal juſtice? What fuel would 
they not find to feed the flame they have kind- 
led againſt me, were they to ſcrutinize the con- 
duct of my paſt life? I ſhould, in that caſe, 
have much to anſwer for; I muſt then 


ſtand condemned for various proſecutions 


and ſuits, which I have undertaken, (and. in 


all which I have ſucceeded) every one of them 


at a conſiderable trouble and expence to my- 
ſelf, and not one on my own account; taken 
up, like this, upon public grounds, or for 
the en * relief of 9 ſufferers, 

I who 


e 
who were unable to vindicate and redreſs 
themſelves,-------But of this too much. 


I now gladly withdraw from the public 
ſtage; and, quickened by the reproofs which 
I have received, go back to my pariſh; 
there, to devote myſelf to the more ſpecial 
and immediate duties of my calling; and, 
particularly, to the preaching of that pre- 
cious Name, ſo deſervedly exalted above every 

Name, JESUS; whoſe ſervant I am; to 
whom thankfully I aſcribe whatever, upon 
this occaſion, has been right in my ſpirit, 
principle, or conduct; from whom I de- 
rive all my ſupports and conſolations here, 
and in whom I am looking for al my 
ſalvation hereafter. | 


WILLIAM TALBOT, 
Vicar of St. Giles's, Reading, Bens. 
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Page 17. line 6. for zoth read 3 iſt of Ofober. 


18, 4. from the Bottom, for were read awas. 
34. 4. for intercourſe read interview. 
40. F. for a mere amuſement of, read an enter- 


tuinment for. 


x, 5. for 3ol. read 20l. 
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